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Therefore, it is no surprise that

South Burnett Regional Council is : Qur agricultural industry is one of the

committed to delivering for the South most diverse in Queensland.

Burnett Region and each individual

industry, which includes agriculture. delivering on a comprehensive
strategy to meet all of the diverse
needs just cannot be done.

As a region that offers world-class food,
our agricultural industry has

largely been operating with their own
knowledge, grit, and determination.

However, what we can do is ensure
that the South Burnett has the right
steering documents in place to ensure
that our region can work with
Government stakeholders, and access
appropriate funding that is available to
the sector. This is precisely the
intention of this document.

This strategy sets out to assist in
agricultural leadership and provide
support for the sector so it can grow,
and take advantage of the Ag2030
targets.

We firmly believe that the Burnett
Inland is Queensland's next biggest
food bowl, with phenomenal
agricultural production and food
manufacturing facilities, and the
cultural movement to celebrate the
foods that the Burnett Inland produces
iS an important resource.

We acknowledge that infrastructure
supports for this industry are lacking, so
we continue to lobby to both State

and Federal governments to meet our
needs in basic ways. We are advocating
for bridges that can carry our trucks and
highway access routes that allow this
industry to import and export effectively.

BIEDO will continue to advocate for
agriculture and encourage the
industry to use this document to its
advantage. We also encourage
agricultural businesses to individually
contact us, so that we can support and
connect your business to these

As Agriculture is not Council's core
service provision, we thank BIEDO for
being our partner in Agricultural
industry, and in building this strategy.
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This strategy is our way forward in
Agriculture, and together we will grow it.

) strategy outcomes.
- 4 ‘ 1
Mayor Brett Otto Kristy Board

South Burnett Regional Council - General Manager BIEDO
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HOW WAS THIS STRATEGY DEVELOPED

The South Burnett Agricultural Strategy was developed by and made
possible thanks to Building Better Regions Fund Community Investments
Stream.

The South Burnett Agricultural Strategy was developed by South Burnett
Regional Council and BIEDO in reference to key government strategies.




up with the government’s 2030 $100b gross targets.
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The South Burnett Agriculture strate as identifie ~ouncil's
2021-2026 Regional Development St‘rategy as a pathway for Council
to support the Agriculture sector in exploring opportunities in
intensification, diversification and regeneration. Wshit:‘hj‘;"ji’;:_‘:ijjr' region can
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' start to alight themselves to the ma,ji'jg_.!: 2030 -'s‘i.tta.tgg,y..

'\ In line with Australian Government Ag2030 this Str;;at’%‘e-gy-' consists of
. seven (7) pillars.

y. .Trade and Exports . .
ol -Biosecurity and Resilience % . 3 ) ;
. -Stewardship R N o,
" .Supply Chains F 5 e v
N » -Water and Ir_'ifrast,ruc-ture - - | ,\ ‘
-Innovation and Research ’ AN 4
. -Human Capital ) } s LR
N [ __‘....re,
Key recommendations to improve profitability, sustaihability, Wellbe'in'g! ; ,-f,}
and resilience of agribusinesses in the South Burnett are considered \1

under each outcome and then applied against the key plllars of
4 Ag2030. :




havmg a hold of approximately 58.12% of farms. Howe er, other
intensive and semi intensive industries continue within the region
including, peanuts, gram crops, dubosia, tree crops and viticulture.
The South Burnet ted and retalned several value-addi
agribusiness u ¢ e lo
commodities.
the strategic locatio

't the opportunities
that are before them.

unpreceden:

T'he geographic position of the South Burnett shares significant
opportuj;ity with the agriculture sector to value-add, export and grow
" it's output. However, in a shared experience with regional Australia, it
also means there are infrastructure, communications, planning and

policy red-tape that doesn't easily enable the sector to profitably

reach n%-ady plates in Australia, and across the globe.
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m\ L WEWILL
~ ©_ "Support and advocate for the development of an
~ . expanded and diversified agricultural economy."
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Pillar 1 Trade and Exports
Strengthen agricultural ties with major and emerging export markets by
delivering new trade and market access for producers and reducing red tape.
i@
OLLAND Pillar 2 Biosecurity and Resilience
s Safeguard South Burnett from disasters including weather events, exotic pests
=g and diseases to reduce costs to our producers and keep our market access
open. This includes having access to robust, current and localised data for
lobbying.

Pillar 3 Stewardship
Ensure South Burnett farmers are rewarded for their stewardship of land and
water, are working towards international standards of Environmental and
Social Governance and, that the sector is encouraged and abled to
represent themselves, participate in and talk about policies like Climate
Action, Land Use and Renewable Energy : .

. & . g -
Pillar 4 Supply Chains
Ensure that we have fair, strong, and resilient supply chains where everyone
is treated equally, is accessible and pays their fair share. &
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Pillar 5 Water and Infrastructure F{,ﬁfé
Support South Burnett farmers, rural and regional communities with water
and infrastructure when and where it is needed.

Pillar 6 Innovation and Research
Modernise South Burnett’s agricultural innovation system to drive
S |mprovements in collaboration, productl\nty and competltlveness
%*r" e VA i L RS . « ML - : 7

f«j’l‘ Pillar 7 Human Capital
ZRA) s : )

.27 Enable South Burnett people and their linked supply chain with the

opportunity, network, support mfrastructure and skills to do their jobs.
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PILLAR 1
TRADE AND EXPORTS

LOCAL NEEDS ASSESSMENT

1.Support local businesses to identify opportunities and
facilitate linkages for advanced and entry exporters.

2.Regularly meet with federal and state policy makers to ensure
the region is briefed and able to make adequate
representation to tiers of Government.

3.Meet with peak trade and advocacy and export bodies like
Trade Investment Queensland, Toowoomba and Surat Basin
Enterprises (TSBE).

4.Prioritise export supply chain route infrastructure that reflects
industry needs, especially on heavy transport routes.

5.Support industry intelligence sharing opportunities.

6.Work towards better linkages with Wellcamp Airport,
Bundaberg Port and other export facilities.
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PILLAR 2
BIOSECURITY AND
RESILIE
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PILLAR 2
BIOSECURITY AND
RESILIENCE

LOCAL NEEDS ASSESSMENT

1. Be an active stakeholder in Industry led information sessions for
producers to keep them informed of relevant threats and resilience
programs.

2. Assist with individual property resilience and pest management
planning, and maintain and enhance an equipment loan program for both
weed and pest animal control.

3. Coordinate and publicise baiting programs for wild dogs and feral pigs
both to prevent the spread of exotic diseases and limit the economic
damage they inflict.

4. Maintain critical and strategic cattle dipping facilities and promote them
to the community.

5. Work with industry and Government Scientific Organisations to apply
evolving biological controls to current and emerging pest weeds and
animals.

6. Facilitate a coordinated group to implement protections for South
Burnett producers from disasters, pests and diseases and ensure the
strength of the economy.

7. Promote resilience planning and risk management strategies and
resources to industry.

8. Include agriculture in Disaster Management and resilience planning,
and that satellite imaging and relevant data inputs are always up to date.
9. Support industry and industry advocacy groups to share information on
government led changes to policy, regulation and legislation.

10. Put together a key stakeholder group to identify data gaps in South
Burnett Agricultural biosecurity and disaster management & resilience.
11. Ensure the agriculture sector are included in community disaster
education and resilience programs.

ON AVERAGE 2.5 MILLION CONTAINERS, 19,000
COMMERCIAL VESSELS AND 115.3 MILLION MAIL
ARTICLES ARRIVE IN AUSTRALIA EACH YEAR




SOUTH BURNETT
THE DATA SNAPSHOT




What we produce

SOUTH BURNETT AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY AT A GLANCE
GROSS VALUE OF PRODUCTION (GVP) - FY2023

Livestock products

4.2%
Horticulture

8.4% iy
L3
Horticulture
g:. 24.8%

Livestock disposals
ag 43.1%
=

Broadacre crops
25.6%

g
Livestock products
5.2%

Livestock disposals
60.8%

L1

Broadacre crops

WHAT THE SOUTH BURNETT PRODUCES COMPARED TO QUEENSLAND 28%

GROSS VALUE OF PRODUCTION - SOUTH BURNETT

g.

Livestock Livestock products Horticulture Broadacre
disposals crops

$121.31M $10.29M $16.81M

Total South Burnett % of total
GVP BLERATH Qld output

Australian farmers Q
receive low levels of
government support

Government support of Australia's agricultural sector is very low
compared to the 37 member countries of the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) and other major
emerging agricultural producers (Greenville 2020). The average
level of support (as a share of gross farm receipts) for all countries
was 15.1% between 2018 and 2020, compared to Australia at just
2.5%




South Burnett Land Use
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"PILLAR 3
STEWARDSHIP







PILLAR 3
STEWARDSHIP

LOCAL NEEDS ASSESSMENT

1. Maintain a close connection with agricultural producers through joint
Agriculture industry information meetings to keep landholders advised
of grants and projects which will reward their stewardship of the land.

2. Advocate for simplified regulatory requirements to support a wider
adoption of better land practices.

3.Cooperate with the Federal Government's initiatives, E.g. Soil Carbon
Innovation Challenge.

4.Continually review new stewardship market opportunities, which could
enable private sector investment and an increased return to
producers.
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PILLAR 4
SUPPLY CHAINS
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PILLAR 4
SUPPLY CHAINS

LOCAL NEEDS ASSESSMENT

1. Support existing and new local industries experiencing difficulties
accessing supply chain routes.

2. Work with industry to to advocate for efficiency in supply chains

3. Work with State and Federal authorities to invest in road
infrastructure and advocate for investment in new infrastructure and
supply chain solutions.









PILLAR 5
WATER AND

INFRASTRUCTURE

LOCAL NEEDS ASSESSMENT

1.Progress the 25-year Economic Roadmap as a priority further to the
National Water Infrastructure Development Fund (NWIDF) Water
Feasibility Study.

2.Continue to explore opportunities to secure domestic and industrial
water for the regions communities and agricultural.

3.Continue to support development of the Barlil, West Barambah and Joe
Sippel Weirs which will to provide water security to agricultural
production in the Barker-Barambah scheme area.

4.Investigate Recycled Water access opportunities.

5.Support industry and community stakeholders to undertake a
connectivity survey of the region to underpin advocacy for increase in
connectivity, technology and innovations.

6.Continue to advocate for Internet access through newest technology
with key community stakeholders

7.Advocate for Blackspot funding for rural communities

27



PILLAR 6
INNOVATION AND
RESEARCH







PILLAR 6
INNOVATION AND

RESEARCH

LOCAL NEEDS ASSESSMENT

1.Find stories of farming innovation to publish and publicise.

2.Encourage and support entrepreneurs and innovators to connect
with the region's agriculture sector.

3.Support and advocate for the development of a diversified
agricultural economy based on innovation and research.

4.Continue to advocate and promote the value of local DAF research
stations and facilities

5.Support the development of a regional innovation ecosystem
focused on Ag Tech.

30
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PILLAR 7
HUMAN CAPITAL

LOCAL NEEDS ASSESSMENT

1.Encourage leadership and professional development to
agribusinesses and agricultural sector employees.

2.Support the local agriculture community to seek assistance with
succession planning.

3.Advocate for young producers to create informal networking groups to
support the building of connections, sharing information and
professional development opportunities.

4.Maintain close links with the horticultural, tree crop and seasonally
labour intensive industries to ensure that there is advocacy for local
led community services to support short term increase in population.

5.Supporting crisis services that support the agricultural industry that
meet crisis needs, provide next-steps information and host social
recovery events.

6. Facilitate events that build on community involvement with particular
emphasis on the physical and mental wellbeing of producers.

7.Work with local service providers and the agricultural community to
find pathways for local unskilled labour to fill seasonal work
requirements.

8. Advocate and pursue opportunities for post secondary education
within the region

33



THE FUTURE OF
SOUTH BURNETT
AGRICULTURE

This strategy has been put together to guide the South Burnett in making
decisions for Agriculture. This is a high-level understanding that identifies
local needs of our industry, and then sets forward and identifies the bridging
activity to keep the region striving for the pillars of the ag2030 RoadMap.

As the region is so diverse, we acknowledge that this strategy cannot identify
what every landowner needs. We do note though that this document should be
able to be applied in the industries own context, no matter the agricultural
niche.

Strong agriculture industries are dependent on reliable and resilient supply
chains, ecosystems that promote and encourage research and innovations, a
dependable high skilled service industry and a diverse and resilient
community.

Working towards Ag2030 with the Federal Government will help achieve that
outcome.
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