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Overview
Rainfall: Generally average to below average for most
regions (see maps).
Day time temperatures: Above average
Night time temperatures: Average to above average
The Australian and international long-term dynamic climate
models that focus on forecasting central Pacific sea surface
temperatures are continuing to predict further development
of an El Niño within the next few months (December 2018
to February 2019).
Consequently, most rainfall forecasts for northern Australia,
especially north east Australia, currently indicate varying
probability values of exceeding the respective long-term
median rainfall right through to and including summer
2018/19. As the SOI is back on the rise again (somewhat
unexpectedly) SOI phase-based forecasts show a varied
pattern for Queensland and northern Australia (see maps).
The average Southern Oscillation Index (SOI) values for the
month of November was close to plus 0.6 (+0.6).
Both minimum and maximum temperatures are expected to
be above average for the months of December 2018 to
February 2019.
Due to the further development of El Niño-like conditions,
there is a higher than average chance of a later start to the
monsoonal wet season than usual.
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Australian Bureau of Meteorology forecasts:

Figure 1: Bureau of Meteorology Forecast ‘Chance of exceeding median rainfall’
probability values for northern Australia for the overall period December 2018 to
February 2019. Parts of northern Australia is showing a less than 50% chance of
exceeding median rainfall.

Figure 2: Past accuracy of rainfall from December 2018 to February 2019, indicating
how accurate past rainfall forecasts have been for these months.
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Figure 3: Bureau of Meteorology Forecast ‘Chance of exceeding median maximum
temperatures’ for northern Australia for the overall period December 2018 to February
2019. The majority of northern Australia is showing at least a 80% chance of
exceeding median maximum temperatures. This indicates that day time
temperatures are likely to be above median.

Figure 4: Bureau of Meteorology Forecast ‘Chance of exceeding median minimum
temperatures’ for northern Australia for the overall period December 2018 to February
2019. The majority of northern Australia is showing at least an 80% chance of
exceeding median maximum temperatures. This indicates that night time
temperatures are likely to be above median.
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UKMO forecasts:

Figure 5: Probability of above median precipitation during the months of December,
January and February. For the majority of northern Australia, there is a 20-40% chance
of receiving above median rainfall.
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The Southern Oscillation Index:
The Southern Oscillation Index (SOI) is an index based on the difference between surface
pressure in Darwin, Australia and Tahiti, which are related to ENSO phases.
The SOI consists of five different categories that take into account both rate of change and
consistency in the SOI: Consistently Negative – when values are consistently below negative
5, indicating an El Niño phase; Consistently Positive – when values are consistently above
positive 5, indicating a La Niña phase; Rapidly Falling – often the transition period between
a La Niña and El Niño phase; Rapidly Rising – often the transition period between an El Niño
and La Niña phase; and Near Zero, during which time there is not, at that period, a strong
ENSO signal or phase.

Figure 6: Monthly SOI values since January 2010 – the most recent phase was
rapidly rising, reflecting a continuing widely oscillating SOI.
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Figure 7: ‘Probability of exceeding median rainfall’ values for Australia for the
overall period December 2018 to February 2019 based on ‘near zero’ SOI
pattern during October and November. Regions shaded darker grey have a
50%-60% probability of exceeding median rainfall values and regions shaded
lighter grey have a 40% to 50% probability of exceeding median rainfall values
relative to this period.

Figure 8: Chances of exceeding median pasture growth for Australia for
December 2018 to February 2019 period. This output integrates antecedent
moisture and forecast rainfall, temperature, within a pasture growth model.
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Explaining the differences between models:
BOM, UKMO, and SOI rainfall ‘Probabilities of exceeding median’ differ slightly.
This is due to the BOM and UKMO using dynamical models for predicting rainfall,
while the SOI is applied as a statistical system. Dynamical models use the current
state of the oceans and atmospheres combined with our understanding of the
physical processes behind weather and climate to forecast the likelihood of future
rainfall. Each dynamical model is based on certain model calibrations, which differ
from model to model, providing slightly different outcomes. Statistical models use
historical climate data to determine when conditions were similar in the past and
what rainfall resulted from those past conditions.
While all of the models may be slightly different, it is important to focus on the
overall predicted outcomes. All three of the models presented here show that there
is an average to below average likelihood of receiving median rainfall.

El Niño-Southern Oscillation (ENSO)
ENSO events generally begin in the Southern Hemisphere winter, peak during
summer, and then usually end during autumn. The El Niño phase is often
associated with warmer and drier conditions while La Niña phases are often
associated with cooler and wetter conditions. The main areas of Australia impacted
by ENSO phases are the eastern seaboard, north-eastern Australia and southeastern Australia. Currently, ENSO conditions are neutral, with some models
predicting an El Niño phase beginning sometime in December or January while
other models predict neutral conditions to prevail. Impacts of and El Niño (dry and
warm conditions) can occur even if conditions do not meet thresholds for an official
event and can occur in eastern Australia while El Niño is developing.
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Madden Julian Oscillation (MJO)
The MJO impacts weather in tropical Australia (and occasionally in higher latitude
areas) on a weekly to monthly timescale. The MJO can either be active (line outside
of the circle in Figure 9) or weak/inactive (line inside the circle in Figure 9).
According to multiple forecasting systems (BoM, NOAA, USQ) and analyses, the
MJO was active in phases 1, 2, 3, and 4 from the end of October (purple line) to
the middle of November (red line). When the line is outside of the circle in sectors
8 or 1, as it is here from 27 October to 1 November, there is an increased chance
of clear conditions (reduced chance of rainfall). When the line is outside of the
circle in sectors 4 and 5, as it is here from 10 – 14 November, there is an increased
chance of rainfall. The active MJO in sector 5 very likely influenced the rainfall
event at Darwin (73 mm) on 15 November.
The shaded grey area with yellow lines shows the estimated activity of the MJO
based on the Global Ensemble Forecast System for the next two weeks. Here the
ensemble indicates that the MJO may be active, though not strong, in phases 8
and 1 (reduced chance of rainfall) from the end of November to the first week of
December and then become inactive (inside of the circle) during the middle of
December. Please also refer to the interesting NOAA website for updated
information on the MJO.

Figure 9: MJO phase diagram for 29 November to 13 December 2018. The purple line
shows values for October and the red line for November. The numbers indicate the day of
the month. When the line is in the circle, it indicates a weak/inactive MJO phase and when
the line is outside of the circle, the MJO is active with strength indicated by distance from
circle. The area shaded in grey containing yellow lines indicates the ensemble plume
prediction for the 29 November to 13 December, with the green line showing the ensemble
mean.
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Monsoon/Wet Season Onset (Included seasonally)
The monsoon season has not yet started and it is predicted to be average to slightly
late in timing due to El Niño-like conditions. Figure 10 shows areas that have
received at least 50mm of rainfall since 1 September and Figure 11 shows how the
rainfall in Figure 10 compares to other years.

Figure 10: Accumulation of at least 50mm since 1 September. Note, this rainfall is not
related to the start of the monsoon, but rather due to convection. Grey areas have not
yet received 50mm.

Figure 11: Number of days earlier or later than the long-term average of receiving at
least 50mm after 1 September. Grey areas have not yet received 50mm.
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For u

For further information, click on the following links:


For the MJO



For weekly SSTs



For easterly (and westerly) wind anomalies across the Pacific



For sub-surface temperatures across the Pacific



For ECMWF forecast products (note the web site for this output has
changed)



For ‘plume’ forecasts of SSTs in the central Pacific



For a complete history of the SOI



The Long Paddock



Additional information on ENSO
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Rainfall outlook for Central Queensland from December to February (BoM)
Probability of receiving above median rainfall
A large area of central Queensland has significantly less than a 50% chance of receiving above median rainfall
from December to February. Some areas of CQ only have a 25 – 35% chance of receiving above median rainfall.
This also means that there is a higher than average chance of receiving less than median rainfall for this period.

Median or average?
The BoM uses median rainfall rather than average rainfall for forecasting, as median rainfall is considered to be a
more reliable predictor than average. However it is probably likely that most people rely on averages, simply
because an average is easier to calculate from records.
The average and median rainfall totals from December to February for a number of CQ locations is included in the
following table. Some locations show a significant difference between the average and median rainfall totals, for
the December to February period. This seems to be more prominent in some locations along the coast.
Average and median rainfall totals for the period December to February (mm)
Recording station
Average
Median
Recording station
Average
Banana
284
251
Gin Gin
462
Biloela Research Stn.
300
257
Gladstone
464
Blackwater
263
203
Gracemere
408
Bundaberg
456
331
Marlborough
433
Calliope
448
332
Miriam Vale
553
Capella
277
230
Monto
319
Carmila
788
577
Mundubbera
294
Childers
462
360
Nebo
376
Clermont
323
257
Peak Downs
294
Dululu
307
252
Rolleston
276
Eidsvold
300
250
Rosedale
508
Emerald Airport
288
242
Springsure
317
Gayndah
324
293
Taroom
278

Median
366
326
291
334
421
276
251
306
231
224
369
256
235
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December to February total rainfall scenarios (BoM)
Probability of receiving at least 200 mm from December to February
The chance of receiving at least 200 mm from December to February is around average or slightly higher than
average throughout the entire CQ region.

Probability of receiving at least 300 mm from December to February
There is a slightly above average to a significantly higher than average chance of receiving at least 300 mm on the
coast (55 – 75%), which would normally be expected at this time of year, but there is a slightly below average to
significantly below average chance for many locations inland (15 – 45%).

Important note: there may be a probability of receiving median rainfall, but if the total is received through a large
number of low rainfall events, pasture growth could be much lower than normal.
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What has been the accuracy of forecasts during this period in in the past?
The accuracy of forecasts at this time in the past has been average to above average (55 – 75% accuracy) for the
CQ region.

Maximum temperature outlook
Virtually all areas of Australia will endure higher than average maximum temperatures from December to
February. The CQ region is no exception, with most areas having an 80% or higher probability of exceeding the
long-term median.
Minimum temperatures will also be higher than average, with a similar probability of exceeding the long-term
median minimum temperature.

The bushfire season for CQ has already been horrific, and this situation is likely to continue unless there is
significant rainfall during early December. The rainfall outlook for December is for below median rainfall for
almost all of CQ, so the bushfire risk is likely to persist, and even increase in some locations.
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So what does this forecast mean for producers?
Medium to longer term forecasts are just that: forecasts. In any given summer in CQ there is always the chance of
an upper low pressure trough bringing some rainfall events and thunderstorms that can result in higher than
forecast rainfall in some locations. Cyclones could also be a contributing factor in some locations. However it may
be wise to consider probability, rather than possibility.
Most producers have a pretty good idea of the amount of grass they can grow in an average season. Given the
seasonal outlook, it may be wise to assume a 20 – 40% reduction in pasture biomass, simply due to reduced
rainfall.
The map below shows average pasture growth across eight local government regions in Central Queensland.

If your property is in a medium pasture growth area (1,500 – 3,500 kgs/ha), you might consider that your pasture
growth this season may only be 1,000 – 2,500 kgs/ha. This may reduce your carrying capacity over the next dry
season by a significant percentage.
In a situation such as this it may be wise to reduce stock numbers now, rather than wait until the autumn. This
would also allow wet season spelling of some paddocks, which would be a very good management decision, as it
is likely that some grazing country has been pushed a little harder than normal due to the very dry year.
These pasture growth maps are available as a shapefile from the Queensland Government, and are available for
download based on local government regions. I have used the eight local government regions shown on the map
for the purpose of this exercise, but if your property is outside the regions shown, contact me and I will provide a
map for your region.
I am also happy to provide producers with a pasture growth map at the property level, if requested. However, the
accuracy of this data at the property scale is unlikely to be high, and may be a little misleading.
4

An alternative may be to use the Forage Property Report service from the LongPaddock website. A Forage report
will indicate rainfall and pasture growth outlook based on a number of data sources, including climate indicators,
satellite imagery and pasture growth models, and is available on a lot/plan scale.
Go the LongPaddock website by clicking on http://www.longpaddock.qld.gov.au then click on the Forage report
tab. Enter your lot/plan and download the PDF file.
LongPaddock also provides a monthly seasonal pasture growth outlook map, for the whole of Australia and state
by state. The Queensland pasture growth outlook map for December to February is shown below.

This map is showing a 40 – 70% chance of above
median growth in much of CQ for the December
to February period, but in some areas of the
Isaac and Central Highlands LGAs, the map is
only showing a 20 – 40% probability.
The opportunity for pasture growth may be
limited in some locations due to a later than
normal onset of the wet season, which has been
predicted.

Future updates and more information
Our next update will be around mid-January. For more information, the following websites could be very useful.
Click on the links to take you there.

Bureau of Meteorology
Climate drivers: a useful site that explains the influences on the Australian climate
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/about
Seasonal outlooks: forecast information for the next few months http://www.bom.gov.au/climate
Weekly forecast: MetEye http://www.bom.gov.au/australia/meteye. Put in your location or postcode for a 7day forecast for your location. The text view is probably the best way to use this service. Depending on your
location, this forecast can be reasonably accurate.

Climate Kelpie
A useful site for easy to understand climate and forecasting information http://www.climatekelpie.com.au

Australian CliMate
A free online program where landholders can get a whole lot of information about their local area, including
how’s the season, the drought situation, El Nino, rainfall and temperature trends, and much more.
https://climateapp.net.au
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