
B CCA has been 
appointed by the 
Burnett Mary 

Regional Group to manage 
the final two years of the 5-
year Baffle Reef Systems 
Repairs project.  

According to the second Reef 
Plan Report, the Baffle 
catchment has the third 
highest riparian vegetation 
loss percentage of all the 
Great Barrier Reef 
catchments. This loss was 
compounded by the record 
2013 flood, where most 
areas of the Baffle suffered 
severe damage.  

The Baffle system repairs 
program seeks to curtail 
riparian and wetland 
vegetation loss and the 
contribution of sediment and 
nutrient entering the GBR 
lagoon. This will be achieved 
through the protection and 

restoration of riparian areas 
and wetlands in priority areas 
of the catchment.  

Landholders will be assisted to 
restrict cattle access, 
revegetate cleared and 
degraded areas as well as 
manage invasive weeds and 
feral pigs. The project will help 
restore the EPBC listed 
Lowland Rainforests of 
Subtropical Australia 
ecosystem and habitat for 
several EPBC listed species. 
____________________________________ 

“...seeks to curtail 
riparian & wetland 
vegetation loss & the 
contribution of 
sediment & nutrient 
entering the GBR 
Lagoon.” 
____________________________________ 

Field Officer Peter is busy 
visiting landholders who have 

expressed 
an interest in 
the project. One of 
the major concerns with 
landholders on Baffle Creek 
and tributaries is the extent 
of infestation of the Cats 
Claw Creeper. Cats Claw is 
causing severe damage to the 
riparian vegetation on the 
mid to upper reaches of the 
Baffle and its major 
tributaries Granite and 
Colosseum Creeks.  

Due to the extent of the 
infestation, only limited on-
ground control of Cats Claw 
will be possible through this 
project. However, it is 

pleasing to note 
that a bio-control 
insect for Cats 
Claw (the Jewel 
Beetle) is being 
bred and trialled 
through a joint 
project with 
Bundaberg 
Regional Council.     

This project is an 
initiative of the 
Burnett Mary 
Regional Group and 
is supported by 
funding from the 
Australian 
Government.  The 
project is 
coordinated locally 
by BCCA. 
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Contact Peter @  
M: 0427 024 921 
E: peter@betterburnett.com 

Before and after photos of creek bank collapse stabilisation project on 
Granite Creek. This site is currently being mulched and revegetated. 

mailto:peter@betterburnett.com


emphasised. 

Also speaking at the second meeting, 
Andrew Dieckmann, Agronomist and 
Area Sales Manager for Pioneer Seeds 
provided a market update on the topic 
of Corn and associated agronomy.  
Andrew came well prepared with 
samples of different varieties for all to 
see and the group gave great feedback 
on the presentation. 

BCCA will work with the newly 
appointed Steering Committee 
members to schedule a third Monto 
Growers Group meeting and then look 
forward to seeing the group progress on 
its own.   

For further information about the 
Monto Growers Group, please don’t 
hesitate to contact BCCA’s Monto 
Office. 
 
This project is supported by the Burnett Mary 
Regional Group through funding from the 
Australian Government’s National Landcare 
Programme and is coordinated locally by 
BCCA.  The Regional Landcare Facilitator 
Program is an initiative of the Australian 
Government Department of Agriculture. 

A fter the topic had been 
mentioned repeatedly in 
various forums around 

Monto, BCCA identified a 
community need for a local 
Growers Group to share ideas, 
discuss new technology and 
investigate marketing options. 

Thanks to funding provided via 
the Regional Landcare 
Facilitator Programme, an 
enthusiastic group was 
assembled in September for a 
BBQ tea and a meeting to 
ascertain interest in the 
formation of a group and gauge 
the level of ongoing support for 
the concept. 

The meeting was very well attended 
and the ensuing discussions were 
interesting and engaging.  Growers 
discussed the advantages of 
establishing a group and what form 
such a group may take.  Input from Kay 
Enkelmann, the local Regional Landcare 
Facilitator and Misty Greene, 
Community Development Officer with 
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the North Burnett Regional Council was 
very valuable and contributed to other 
discussion topics throughout the 
evening such as Education, Marketing/
Sharing Information and Mungbeans. 

With the group agreeing that they 
would like to continue, a second 
meeting was held in early October and 
it was also very well attended.  The 
group name – ‘Monto Growers Group’ 
was formally selected and a steering 
committee was appointed. 

Due to the large amount of interest in 
Mungbeans at the first meeting, BCCA 
engaged Sue Thompson BAppSc Qld, 
Research Fellow (Summer Crop 

Pathology) at the 
Centre for Crop 
Health Research, 
University of 
Southern Qld, 
Toowoomba to 
speak about 
Mungbean health.  
Sue’s presentation 
was very 
informative and 
included 
information on 
Powdery Mildew 
and other 
Pathogens 
affecting 
Mungbeans and 
other crops.  The 
importance of 
crop rotations for 
soil health was 

_____________________________________________ 

“…an enthusiastic group 
was assembled in 
September for a BBQ tea 
and a meeting...” 
_____________________________________________ 

Monto Growers interact with Sue Thompson BAppSc, Qld Research Fellow (Summer Crop Pathology) at the Centre 
for Crop Health Research, University of Southern Queensland, during her presentation on Mung Bean Health 

Mungbean Crop 

Contact Naomi @  
M: 0417 008 769 
E: naomi@betterburnett.com 

_____________________________________________ 

“BCCA… look forward to 
seeing the group progress 
on its own.” 
_____________________________________________ 

mailto:naomi@betterburnett.com
mailto:veronica@betterburnett.com
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The Australian 
Government has 
established a 
voluntary scheme 
– the Emissions 
Reduction Fund 
(or ERF) - that 
aims to provide 
incentives for 
organisations and 
individuals to 
adopt new 
practices and 
technologies to 
reduce 
greenhouse gas 
emissions or 
store more 
carbon in the 
landscape. The 
ERF is the main 
way in which the 
Australian 
Government intends to achieve the 
national greenhouse gas emissions 
reduction target. 

Businesses, including agricultural 
enterprises, can follow approved ERF 
methods that reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions or sequester carbon to earn 
Australian Carbon Credit Units (ACCUs 
or ‘carbon credits’). A method explains 
how to carry out a project and measure 
the reductions in emissions. Each ACCU 
issued represents one tonne of carbon 
dioxide equivalent (tCO2-e) stored or 
avoided by a project. ACCUs may be 
sold under the ERF, by entering into a 

T his is a good question and one 
that I have been asked several 
times since The Carbon Farming 

Project began in July 2013. 

The short answer is ‘maybe’.   

As with any business decision, 
landholders genuinely interested in the 
carbon market should do some initial 
research to determine if it warrants 
more detailed investigation. This 
includes determining if a proposed 
carbon project is eligible, if you have 
the time, resources and expertise to 
devote to it and whether it is likely to 
be profitable given your individual 
circumstances.  

As part of her role as the Project Officer 
for The Carbon Farming Project, 
Veronica has prepared a fact sheet - As 
a grazier, can I make money from 
carbon? – which outlines the steps you 
may wish to take if you are keen to 
know if a carbon project is feasible for 
you and your business.  

This fact sheet can be accessed on the 
BCCA website -  http://
betterburnett.com/carbon-farming/
carbon-farming-factsheet-can-i-make-
money-from-carbon/  

 

contract with the Clean Energy 
Regulator, or on the voluntary carbon 
market. ERF involvement is one way in 
which businesses can participate in the 
‘carbon market’. 

This is an emerging and evolving area of 
science and policy so it is important to 
ensure you are working with the most 
up-to-date information. The Clean 
Energy Regulator is the agency 
responsible for administering the 
Emissions Reduction Fund (ERF); more 
information about the ERF, how it works 
and the approved methods can be 
found on their website at 
www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au 

The Carbon Farming Project is a joint 
initiative of Burnett Mary Regional Group 
(BMRG), Burnett Catchment Care 
Association (BCCA) and Bundaberg Fruit & 
Vegetable Growers (BFVG), supported by 
funding from the Australian Government. 

______________________________________________ 

“This is a good question… 
the short answer is 
‘maybe’.” 
______________________________________________ 

Contact Veronica @  
M: 0448 114 502  
E: veronica@betterburnett.com 

______________________________________________ 

“The ERF is the main way in 
which the Australian 
Government intends to 
achieve the national 
greenhouse gas emissions 
reduction target.” 
______________________________________________ 

http://betterburnett.com/carbon-farming/carbon-farming-factsheet-can-i-make-money-from-carbon/
http://betterburnett.com/carbon-farming/carbon-farming-factsheet-can-i-make-money-from-carbon/
http://betterburnett.com/carbon-farming/carbon-farming-factsheet-can-i-make-money-from-carbon/
http://betterburnett.com/carbon-farming/carbon-farming-factsheet-can-i-make-money-from-carbon/
http://www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au
mailto:veronica@betterburnett.com


Contact Marisa @  
M: 0439 032 253 
E: marisa@betterburnett.com 

B CCA have been 
contracted by 
BMRG to 
coordinate the 

Better Catchments 
Grazing program for 
2016-2018.  

The Better Catchments 
Grazing program involves 
working with Graziers on 
various projects to 
achieve an improved 
practice change in line 
with industry standard 
and  long term 
sustainability. 

Under the Grazing program 
landholders are required to attend a 
two day Grazing Best Management 
Practice workshop (GBMP). 
Landholders attended workshops in 
Mundubbera, Monto and Goomeri in 
August and September this year.  Led 
by an expert team from DAF Future 
Beef, BMRG, private consultants and 
BCCA, landholders had two intense 
days benchmarking their business 
against Industry Best Practices. They all 
developed individual action plans to 
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refer to and adjust as their business 
changes and/or develops. 

During the GBMP workshops BCCA staff 
attended to discuss the Better 
Catchments Grazing program and 

gauge their interest in being involved. 
Throughout the workshops and 
following, BCCA received a very positive 
response from producers with 21 
expressions of interest in total. 

BCCA have begun one on one site visits 
with the interested producers across the 
Monto, Mundubbera and Goomeri 
areas, working with them through 
prioritising actions from the GBMP 
workshops and developing a suitable 
project to improve practice changes. 
Once all applications have been 
finalised, they will be assessed by a 
panel and those successful will be 
contracted by BMRG. 

Small grants for approved projects will 
be provided to assist each of the 
successful landholders implement 
projects to start them on their way to 
meeting BMP standards. Producers will 
also be provided with technical support 
and workshops over the two year 
programme. 

These projects are supported by BMRG and 
coordinated locally by BCCA, through funding 
from the Australian Government’s National 
Landcare Programme.  

Yes, BCCA is up with the times and on Facebook. Just head to: 
www.facebook.com/pages/Sustainable-Burnett-Catchment/197863326932611 

or search for ‘Burnett Catchment Care Association’ on Facebook! 

Goomeri Grazing BMP Workshops, September 2016—Producers benching marking their businesses. 

_____________________________________________ 

“Led by an expert team… 
landholders had two 
intense days benchmarking 
their business against 
Industry Best Practices.” 
_____________________________________________ 

Mundubbera Grazing BMP Workshop September 2016—Producers benching marking their businesses. 

mailto:marisa@betterburnett.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Sustainable-Burnett-Catchment/197863326932611


differ from standard urea applied 
at the same rate. Compost 
application did not increase the 
yield.  

Treatment effects at Russ’ were 
less pronounced possibly due to 
pressure from Heliothis moth 
damage.  Fallow – 140E and 
Legume – 200U (SIR) were 
significantly higher than Legume – 
200E and Legume with no fertiliser 
addition (Figure 1).  Fertiliser 
applied as a nitrification inhibitor 
following a legume reduced yield 
by 16% compared to standard urea 
applied after a legume at the same 
rate. In contrast urea with/without 
nitrification inhibitor following a 
fallow produced a similar yield.  
Applying a higher fertiliser rate, 
representing best management 
practice (BMP), following a legume 
(Legume - 250U) produced similar yields 
to the lower standard industry (SIR) rate 
(Legume - 200U). 

 ______________________________________________ 

“The overall results will be 
presented to the 
community at a workshop 
on Tuesday, 29 November.” 
_______________________________________________ 

Lower N2O emissions were recorded at 
Russ’ site compared to Fred’s site.  This 
may be caused by differing soil texture 
and soil carbon contents at each site.  
Russ’ site had a higher sand content (70 
%; 0-10 cm) with a lower carbon 
content (c.a. 1.24 %; 0-10 cm), while 

T he Action on the Ground—
Burnett Croppers project is 
nearing the end of the third year 

of a three and a half year project 
aiming to trial, measure and 
demonstrate farm technologies that 
reduce agricultural greenhouse gas 
emissions (in this case nitrous oxide or 
N2O), while maintaining and hopefully 
improving cropping productivity and 
soil health. 

Following the faba crop, a summer 
grain crop of sorghum was planted at 
the end of 2015 at the two trial sites – 
Fred Jarvis’s and Russ Salisbury’s.  This 
allowed us to compare the effects on 
yields of the faba crop rotation vs 
fallow, Entec (low-emission form of N 
fertiliser) vs Urea and differing rates of 
both.   

DSITI has analysed the results from the 
sorghum phase and concluded that the 
sorghum grain yield was generally 
higher at Fred’s than Russ’, possibly 
due to Heliothis moth damage at Russ’, 
which was not controlled by sprays as 
effectively as at Fred’s.  At Fred’s, 
legume followed by urea applied at 240 
kg/ha (140kg/ha earlier broadcast + 
100 at planting) had the highest yield, 
which was significantly higher than 
Legume - 140U+0, Fallow – 140U (SIR) 
and Fallow with no fertiliser applied 
treatments by 33%, 28% and 68%, 
respectively (Figure 1).  Yields from 
treatments with nitrification inhibitor 
applied (Entec) did not significantly 
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Fred’s had a higher clay content (44 %; 0
-10 cm) and a higher carbon content 
(c.a. 2.13 %; 0-10 cm).  A higher sand 
content allowed Russ’s site to drain 
quickly after rain events and thus 
decreased the chance of occurrence of 
wet soil conditions conducive to N2O 
emissions.  Furthermore less carbon 
substrates at Russ’ likely constrained 
emissions. 

A lot of information has been gathered 
over the last 3 years and the analysis 
has been in-depth.  The overall results 
will be presented to the community at a 
workshop on Tuesday, 29 November.  
Professor Phil Brown from CQU and Dr 
Weijin Wang from DSITI will explain the 
results in terms of getting the most out 
of the Nitrogen applied, practice 
changes and rotations that make a 
difference in  reducing emissions of 
Nitrous Oxide and keeping N in the soil 
where it’s needed.  Also present will be 
soil scientist Mike Bell to discuss his 
own N emissions work in cropping as 
well as deep banding with Phosphorous 
and other fertiliser efficiencies. 

This project is an initiative of the Burnett 
Mary Regional Group and is supported by 
funding from the Australian Government.  
The project is coordinated locally by BCCA. 

Figure1. Sorghum yield (mean ± standard error) from 2016 season. All yields are adjusted to 12% moisture. 

Columns with the same lettering are not significantly different from one another. Urea,U; Entec, E. 

Contact Jenny @  
M: 0429 546 768 
E: jenny@betterburnett.com 

mailto:jenny@betterburnett.com
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F ollowing a 
two-day 
workshop in 

Monto in July, 
sixteen (16) graziers 
have now 
completed their self
-assessment against 
the standards within 
the five modules of 
Grazing BMP and 
have a better 
understanding of 
carbon farming 
practices and how 
these align with best 
management 
practices. 

Veronica Chapman, 
the Carbon Farming 
Project Officer with 
BCCA, joined forces 
with Sue Burt 
(Grazing BMP 
Coordinator, BMRG) 
and Department of Agriculture and 
Fisheries extension staff, Roger Sneath 
and Megan Gurnett, to help 
participants work through the Grazing 
BMP modules. 

The carbon farming aspects of the 
workshop included presentations and 
discussions about ways to increase 
storage of carbon in soils for enhanced 
land condition and herd management 
strategies to reduce greenhouse gas 
‘emissions intensity’ from  cattle. 
Emissions intensity in the beef industry 
is the amount of greenhouse gas 
emitted per kg of beef produced and is 
one indicator of production efficiency. 
Some of the herd management 
strategies designed to improve 
production efficiency included better 
calving percentages, improved growth 
rates and removing low and 
unproductive animals from the herd. 
Ultimately, improved land condition 

and herd efficiency can improve on-
farm productivity and profitability.  

Discussions amongst participants were 
free-flowing which contributed to the 
success of the event. 

During the workshop, participants 
identified actions required to improve 
the way they conduct their business 
and recorded these in an Action Plan. 
There will be tailored follow-up events, 
conducted by the Grazing BMP delivery 
team, to help support implementation 
of these plans.  

Following the success of the Carbon 
Farming and Grazing BMP workshop in 
Monto in July, Veronica worked 
collaboratively with the Grazing BMP 
delivery team again to conduct a 
further two of these workshops in early 

September.  A total of twenty-five (25) 
graziers participated in the events at 
Mundubbera and Goomeri. 

If you would like more information on 
carbon farming in your grazing system 
please contact Veronica. 
 
The Carbon Farming Project is supported by 
funding from the Australian Government. 

Veronica Chapman, BCCA, discusses carbon farming with Glen Oppermann at the Carbon Farming and Grazing BMP 

workshop in Mundubbera. 

_____________________________________________ 

“...increase storage of 
carbon in soils for 
enhanced land condition 
and herd management 
strategies to reduce 
greenhouse gas ‘emissions 
intensity’ from cattle...” 
_____________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

“...have a better 
understanding of carbon 
farming practices and how 
these align with best 
management practices.” 
______________________________________________ 

Contact Veronica @  
M: 0448 114 502  
E: veronica@betterburnett.com 

Date Event 

20 Oct 2016 BCCA AGM, Mundubbera 

5 Nov 2016 Rocks & Soil Health workshop, 
 Mundubbera 

22 Nov 2016  North Burnett Business Expo, 
 Gayndah  

26-27 Nov 2016 Holistic Management 
 Workshop, Kingaroy 

29 Nov 2016 Fertiliser efficiency workshop, 
 Monto 

2 Dec 2016 BMRG AGM, Location TBC 

mailto:veronica@betterburnett.com
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BCCA have been working with BGA 
Agronomists to get a good understanding 
of the growers in the South Burnett, 
identifying where the projects will be 
best rolled out and how BCCA can 
maximise its support across the Black Soil 
farms.  

In addition, BCCA have been working with 
Nick Christodoulou— Senior DAF 
Agronomist and Ian Crosthwaite (BGA 
Agronomist) through the GRDC grower 
solutions working group (consisting of 
South Burnett Growers, Community 
Representatives and DAF staff) to plan 
projects which complement both Better 
Catchments & GRDC programs. 

B CCA have been contracted by 
BMRG to coordinate the Better 
Catchments Cropping program 
for 2016-2018.  

Better Catchments Cropping program 
involves working with cropping 
landholders on projects which will 
result in an improved practice change 
in line with industry standards and long 
term sustainability.  These projects are 
supported by BMRG and coordinated 
locally by BCCA, through funding from 
the Australian Government’s National 
Landcare Programme.  

The Better Catchments steering 
committee consists of landholders, 
consultants, industry representatives, 
community groups and State 
Government representatives.  The 
committee prioritises areas within the 
Burnett where the projects should be 
focussed. For the 2016-2018 periods, 
the Black Soil farms within the South 
Burnett are the focus. 

_____________________________________________

“...projects which will 
result in an improved 
practice change in line 
with industry standards 
and long term 
sustainability.” 
_____________________________________________ 

 
Contact Marisa @  
M: 0439 032 253 
E: marisa@betterburnett.com 

The Better Catchments Program will 
involve working with at least 15 black 
soil farmers to implement an improved 
management practice change. Small 
grants will be provided to kick start the 
projects with one on one property 
visits. Follow up technical advice and 
workshops over the two years will be 
an integral part of the programme, to 
continue the ongoing support to the 
growers. 

 

 

 

This project is supported through funding from the Australian Government’s National Landcare Programme.  

_____________________________________________ 

“...small grants will be 
provided to kick start the 
projects...” 
_____________________________________________

mailto:marisa@betterburnett.com


sediment export to the Great Barrier Reef.  
This round of Reef Trust will place a 
significant emphasis on developing Property 
Improvement Plans with participant graziers 
which will incorporate integrated and 
customised tools including training, 
extension and incentives to assist improving 
management practice. For example, one-on-
one extension could look at targeted 
practices such as better herd performance, 
setting stocking rates, managing property 
finances and impacts of a variable climate, 
especially drought preparedness.  The 
individual improvement plans will be 
specific to each grazier and be based on 
their business needs and a water quality 
outcome for the Great Barrier Reef.  We will 
keep you posted on the progress of this 
exciting new project. 

Baffle landholders are further supported 
through the Baffle Reef System Repair 
project that BCCA began coordinating in July 
2016.  The project is focussed on curtailing 
riparian and wetland vegetation loss and the 
contribution of sediment and nutrient 
entering the Great Barrier Reef.  We are 
currently seeking landholders in this area 
who are keen to undertake streambank 

revegetation and restoration. 

Our 20 Million Trees Restoring Riparian 
Habitats project is progressing well with over 
1500 out of 5000 trees planted on our main 
site on the Reid’s creek and Burnett River 
junction.  It is hoped that the majority of 
plants will be in before the end of the year to 
take advantage of any summer rain.   

With our Carbon Farming Project and Action 
on The Ground projects coming to an end 
next year, we are, as always, looking for 
additional funding to continue the 
momentum as well as keep our valuable staff 
employed.   

Here’s to a wet (but not too wet) summer 
across the Burnett. 

 Katie Muller 

B CCA need you!!  Our general meetings 
seem to be getting smaller with only a 
dedicated few able to make it every 

quarter.  I understand that in the busy times 
of today, attending meetings is not 
something everyone is able to do.  However, I 
urge you, if you have one day free every 3 
months, please come along to our general 
meetings in Mundubbera.  You will get the 
opportunity to hear what projects we have 
been working on around this great 
catchment of ours as well as have your say on 
where you think our NRM focus should be. 
Better yet, stand for an executive position 
and have an even bigger say.  The 
commitment is not too onerous, with only 
four meetings a year and to be a sounding 
board and mentor for the BCCA staff.   

We are close to securing our contract with 
BMRG to deliver the next iteration of Reef 
funding, under the Australian Government’s 
Reef Trust III program.  This will be the ninth 
year BCCA has been involved in Reef 
activities.  Again, in partnership with BMRG 
and MRCCC, BCCA will work with coastal 
graziers (more specifically Baffle catchment 
graziers) to improve land management 
practices that will result in a reduction in 

BCCA is a member-based, not-for-profit organisation, employing 
professional staff to develop and implement natural resource 

management projects across the Burnett Catchment. 

We work directly with landholders to support sustainable land 
management practices.   

We partner with associated, like-minded organisations such as 
the Burnett Mary Regional Group and landcare groups where 
much of our funding is derived from State and Federal 
Government funding programs. 

General Manager:  
  Katie Muller      M: 0428 753 338     

 

Administration Manager/Secretary 
      Melinda Clarke      P: (07) 4166 3898   

Officers:  
     Veronica Chapman    M: 0448 114 502    Marisa Young        M: 0439 032 253 
 Fiona Morris     M: 0407 482 242 Jenny Voigt      M: 0429 546 768 
 Peter Crawford M: 0427 024 921    Naomi Purcell M: 0417 008 769    

 

Office: 6 Lyell St Monto Q 4630    Post: PO Box 8 Monto Q 4630 
P: (07) 4166 3898    F: (07) 4166 3897    E:  admin@burnettcatchment.org 

W: www.betterburnett.com 

Contact Katie @  
M: 0428 753 338 
E: katie@betterburnett.com 

2016/17 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL  
  Renew your membership for only $1 and keep up to date with BCCA activities 

  $1 cash   stamps   NEW $5 for 5 year membership  
 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Postal Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Property Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ______________________________ Fax: _________________________________________ 

Mobile: ______________________________ Email: ________________________________________ 

Please return with payment (postage stamps acceptable) to: BCCA PO Box 8, Monto  Q 4630 

 

_______________________________________________ 

“...please come along to our 
general meetings in 
Mundubbera.” 
_______________________________________________ 

mailto:admin@burnettcatchment.org
http://www.betterburnett.com
mailto:katie@betterburnett.com

