
W eed control and loss of 
production cost 
producers in our 

catchment millions of dollars 
every year, causing many to look 
at ways to turn that on its head. 

Three get-togethers to hear 
from environmental scientist 
and founder of 'The Weeds 
Network', Dr David Low speak 
about his passion for a 
sustainable, viable and creative 
future in how we deal with 
weeds was hosted by BCCA at 
Mulgildie, Narayen Station and 
Gayndah this month. 

The workshops were designed 
to turn our normal thinking 
about weed control around 
from a 'this is how we've always 
done it' mentality to thinking 
about why we use the methods 
we do and what other 
infrastructure and resources we 
could better utilise. 

According to a survey 
undertaken by the Weeds 
Network, 75% of people who 
use herbicides would rather use 
less or none at all, and that 
there is a general concern about 
the environmental and health 
effects of these products.   

This was evident during these 
workshops where 65 producers 
from a range of industries 
turned up to discuss and share 
their own experiences and to 
learn from other producers from 
our own Burnett region.   

The group heard from Monto 
grazier Grant Burnham and how 
he successfully manages his 
pastures with zero herbicide by 
using competitive grass species 
to reduce weed populations and 
the flow-on effects of improved 
pasture and soil health.  He said, 
'we like to look at a production 
system as a whole; the cattle the 

grasses,  trees and all plants, so we 
focus more on what we want 
growing and less on what we 
don't.' 

Beef Extension Officer with 
QDAFF, Damien O'Sullivan, shared 
his experience using high intensity 
grazing of thick African Lovegrass 
(ALG) infestations on his property 
near Kingaroy and it faired 
favourably compared to burning, 
slashing, mulching and treating 
with herbicide.  The issue of poor 
feed quality was raised and the 
group heard about a producer trial 
that was undertaken at 
Narayen Station 
comparing weight 
gains in cattle on ALG 
with urea supplement 
verses  native and 
improved pastures.  
The difference was 
very small, suggesting 
supplementation could 
be an effective way to 
utilise a weed species 
like ALG. 

The option of using grazing 
animals was a popular 
management option that 
interested many beef producers at 
the workshops and there was 
great interest in the successes that 
Tracy and Dean Rockemer from 
Booubyjan had with their use of 
camels to manage weeds such as 
Lantana, Cats Claw Creeper and 
Chinese Celtis.   

Gone are the days when the 
solution to a problem is handed 
down to us regardless of our 
situation.  At these workshops, the 
audience was encouraged to share 
their own weed control successes 
and to collectively solve weed 
control issues raised by others.   

One point that was raised at the 
workshops was that the herbicide 
that we apply to weeds has to be 
applied again and again, and we 

are best to 
not rely on 
governments to 
change their policies or 
provide us with the next best 

control method.  We can 
however, make certain changes 
to our own properties and 
management systems to tackle 
some weeds issues for us, using 
tools and infrastructure available 
that will suit our individual set-
ups and property management.  
__________________________________ 

“...use camels to 
manage weeds such 
as Lantana, Cats 
Claw Creeper and 
Chinese Celtis...” 
__________________________________ 

There was plenty of lively 
discussion amongst the group 
and great feedback from 
attendees saying that they 
enjoyed the different ideas that 
were shared not only from 
David, but from other farmers in 
the audience and the other 
speakers.   

Funding for this event was from 
BMRG through the Qld and 
Australian Governments On-Farm 
Productivity and Riparian Recovery 
Program. 
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T he Carbon Farming Project has been 
operating in the Burnett Mary region 
for just over 12 months. A major part 

of BCCA’s component of the project is to 
develop 70 individual Property 
Management Plans with graziers across the 
region. 

What is Property Management Planning? 

Property Management Planning is an 
opportunity to record current grazing, land 
and herd management practices as well as 
any proposed changes you would like to 
make. The finalised Property Management 
Plan (PMP) contains an action plan and is 
supported by a property map which 
includes current and proposed 
infrastructure, development work & land 
management issues to address.  

BCCA is able to offer this as a free service as 
this project is supported by funding from 
the Australian Government. 

What topics are covered in the Property 
Management Plan? 

Topics discussed during the property visit & 
included in the Plan are as follows: 

 Grazing Landtypes 

 Fire as a management tool 

 Herd description 

 Land condition 

 Weeds 
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26 Sep Gladstone Regional Council GRT Field Day, Taunton 

8 Oct Gully Erosion Rehab Farm Walk,  Haly Creek via Kingaroy 

8 Oct  BCCA AGM, Mundubbera 

18 Oct Gully Erosion Rehab Farm Walk, Inverlaw via Kingaroy 

28 Oct  AgForce CSG Negotiation Support Workshop, Monto 

29-30 Oct BCCA David Hardwick soils workshop, Gin Gin 

Early Nov BCCA Restoring and Managing the Riverside Bus tour, 
 Gayndah/Mundubbera  

End Nov NBRC Parthenium and CCC control workshops, North Burnett 

 Grazing practices 

 Riparian condition 

 Pests 

 Stock production 
calendar 

 Native vegetation 
management 

 Other resource 
management issues 

 Action plan 

We also discuss 
management 
practices which reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and sequester more carbon in 
the landscape (ie. carbon farming practices) 
and how these practices may contribute to 
improved production and resource 
condition. 

Who can be involved? 

Graziers in the Burnett-Mary region who 
are interested in Property Management 
Planning are encouraged to contact BCCA. 

To date, BCCA has prepared 18 PMP’s with 
a further 7 well underway. Graziers who 
have participated are located throughout 
the region – from the Baffle in the north to 
Kingaroy in the south & Mundubbera to the 
west – with property sizes ranging from 82 
ha to over 12,000 ha. 

What will I get out of the process? 

People who have 
already done a 
Property 
Management Plan 
with BCCA under 
the Carbon Farming 
Project report a 
variety of benefits 
from undertaking 
the process. Some 
of these benefits 
include: 

 An up-to-date 
property map 

 A good communication tool 

 A better understanding of carbon farming 
practices & the Carbon Farming Initiative 

 Something to help introduce the kids to 
the business/to support succession 
planning 

 A chance to write our plans down & agree 
on a set of action items 

 A chance to discuss plans with someone 
from outside the business who might see 
things differently 

 An opportunity to critically review our 
plans & change these if needed 

 A ‘snap-shot’ of where we are now so we 
can see progress later on 

Watch for upcoming extension events 

We will be running workshops and field days 
as part of the Carbon Farming Project in 
locations across the region. Topics covered 
will include information needs identified as 
part of the Property Management Planning 
process. So stay tuned… 

The Carbon Farming project is joint initiative 
between Burnett Mary Regional Group (BMRG), 
Burnett Catchment Care Association (BCCA) & 
Bundaberg Fruit & Vegetable Growers (BFVG) & 
continues until June 2017. 

This project is supported by funding from the 
Australian Government. 

Contact Veronica @  
M: 0448 114 502 
veronica@betterburnett.com 

NOTICE: Register your interest in free 
property management 
planning as part of the 

Carbon Farming project! 
Call Melinda at BCCA on  (07) 4166 3898 or 

admin@burnettcatchment.org 



well as with a soil test.  

This will enable graziers to make informed 
decisions in management practices that 
have a positive influence on your soil health 
and condition, and profitability. Specific 
activities will include:  

 Learning how to understand and assess 
the soil ecosystem in a paddock 
(including the surface and sub-surface 
layers) 

 Learning how to use various indicators 
to objectively determine soil health in 
the field 

 Getting some hands-on experience  
carrying out some basic soil health 

assessment and monitoring  
activities 

 Learning how to interpret 
a comprehensive soil test and 
identify any soil condition 
restraints that may have an 
impact on productivity 

BCCA Grazing Extension 
Officer Peter Crawford (a self-
confessed soil nerd) is keen 
for as many people as 
possible to attend this event. 

B CCA will be holding a two-day soil 
health workshop in Gin Gin on 29 
and 30 October 2014. This workshop 

will be presented by respected soil ecologist 
David Hardwick. 

This workshop will be a very hands-on 
affair, with participants being involved with 
in-field basic soil assessment activities, role 
plays, and generally getting their hands 
dirty. At the end of the workshop 
participants will have developed an 
understanding of how to use practical 
monitoring tools to measure key soil 
attributes, as well as having practised using 
key skills in evaluating soils and paddocks in 
a holistic manner using on-farm soil 
assessment techniques and equipment as 
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“Our soil is our most important asset, but 
many of us pay little attention to it, 
especially in the grazing industry. 
Maintaining a healthy soil is the first step 
towards a healthy and sustainable grazing 
system. Healthy soil equals healthy grass, 
which equals healthy cattle,” he said. 

______________________________________________ 

“...participants will have 
developed an 
understanding of how to 
use practical monitoring 
tools to measure key soil 
attributes...” 
______________________________________________ 

 Peter is planning to conduct some soil tests 
on a few representative paddocks across the 
region, for interpretive analysis at the 
workshop. Graziers who would like to have a 
soil test carried out on their property need 
to contact Peter as soon as possible. 
Numbers will be limited, so first in first 
served.  

To RSVP to the workshop, call Melinda on 
(07) 4166 3898 by 24 October 2014.  

T he Riparian Restoration program is 
now well underway with the on-
ground works crew having  

successfully weeded, planted, mulched and 
watered over 2,500 plants. They are now 
working on their fourth property to date 
and things are just warming up! 

Following the 2013 flooding events of Ex-
Tropical Cyclone Oswald many producers in 
the region were left with severe erosion 
which washed away valuable land and 
crops, leaving the banks bare and highly 
unstable. To help local producers with this 
natural resource and productivity issue, the 
Burnett Mary Regional Group in conjunction 
with BCCA identified producers with high 
value crops (orchards especially) and 
offered financial, technical and on-ground 

assistance to help stabilise these areas to 
reduce future erosion risk.  

Over the last 6 months, the Riparian 
Program has completed works on three 
sites covering over 40ha. BCCA staff are 
working closely with BMRG soil technical 
officer Peter Wilson and the respective 
landholders to design site plans for a 
further 18 sites including earthworks, 
revegetation and fencing to help reduce 
future risk of erosion to our producers. 

As part of this program BCCA and BMRG 
have been working with the local Job seeker 
providers in Gayndah and Mundubbera to 
create on-ground works crew to help with 
the revegetation works. This strategy has 
proven so successful that BCCA has now 

employed 5 extremely 
competent ‘work for 
the dole’ participants! 
With more work for 
the revegetation crew 
coming on, the 
program now has, on 
average, 10 people 
including our fabulous 
Site Supervisor Dutch 
Anbeek and his trusty 
Supplies and Support 

Officer, Henrik De Hass. 
_______________________________________________ 

“...design site plans for a 
further 18 sites including 
earthworks, revegetation 
and fencing to help reduce 
future risk of erosion...” 
_______________________________________________ 

Thanks to the success of this program BCCA 
is now able to divide the crew and have a 
dedicated ‘revegetation crew’ and ‘watering 
crew’ in preparation for the warm summer 
months. This is great news and means that 
we can more efficiently complete the 
revegetation works and increase the plants’ 
chances of survival. 

The North Burnett Riparian Restoration 
Program is part of the On-farm Productivity 
and Riparian Recovery Program disaster 
recovery package for flood impacted areas 
following Ex-Tropical Cyclone Oswald in early 
2013 funded jointly by the Queensland and 
Australian Government administered by the 
BMRG and coordinated by BCCA in the North 
Burnett region.  

The hard working riparian revegetation works crew 

Contact Peter @  
M: 0427 024 921 
E: peter@betterburnett.com 

Contact Fiona @  
M: 0407 482 242 
E: fiona@betterburnett.com 



Contact Veronica @  
M: 0448 114 502  
E: veronica@betterburnett.com 

T he Carbon Farming Initiative (CFI) 
was launched in 2011 as part of 
Australia’s target to cut greenhouse 

gas emissions to 5 percent below 2000 
levels by 2020. This reduction is about 450 
million tonnes of carbon dioxide 
equivalents (CO2-e). 

The CFI allows land managers to earn 
“carbon credits” by making a management 
change to store more carbon in the 
landscape or reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. These credits can then be sold.  

CFI projects conducted by land managers 
must be registered prior to commencement 
and follow an approved methodology – a 
detailed set of guidelines outlining how the 
project is to be conducted. At present there 
are a small number of approved 
methodologies available to land managers 
and projects are subject to a range of 
eligibility criteria and conditions. 

Participation by land managers in the CFI is 
voluntary. 

Will the removal of the ‘carbon tax’ & 
proposed policy changes affect the CFI? 

The repeal of the Clean Energy Act 2011 
means that the Carbon Pricing Mechanism 
(the carbon tax) has been abolished from 1 
July 2014. 

The Australian Government is still 
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the project following a tender process. 

Landholders have been particularly grateful 
for the opportunity to have their properties 
soil tested and subsequently given 
agronomic guidance on how to improve 
their soil health and farming practices.  

“Soil tests are such a valuable tool for 
producers to see exactly what their soils 
may be lacking, to then be able to 
implement measures to improve soil health 
and increase productivity” said BCCA project 
Officer Marisa Young. 

Soil testing is often a project producers 
don’t get the chance to do, with so many 
competing priorities. However, there are 
many benefits it can provide, such as, 

F ollowing attendance at Soil Health 
workshops in Monto and 
Mundubbera held earlier in the year, 

flood affected landholders were eligible for 
comprehensive soil 
analysis and 
agronomic 
recommendations. 

Over 20 producers 
across the North 
Burnett have now 
received their soil 
test results and 
recommendations 
from either FarmStuff 
or Hortus—the 
agronomists awarded 

assessing land capability, identifying 
constraints (eg salinity), monitoring soil 
fertility levels, providing guidance on 
fertilising for optimal plant growth and a 
diagnostic tool to help identify reasons for 
poor plant performance. 
______________________________________________ 

“Soil tests are such a valuable 
tool for producers... ” 
______________________________________________ 

The funds for the soil testing were made 
available through the Queensland and 
Australian Government’s On-farm 
Productivity and Riparian Recovery program. 

committed, however, to reducing 
our national greenhouse gas 
emissions by the amount outlined 
above.  

As at the time of writing, the 
Australian Government proposes 
to make changes to the Carbon 
Farming Initiative (CFI) via the 
Emissions Reduction Fund (ERF) 
legislation which is yet to be 
passed by Parliament.  It is 
anticipated that existing CFI projects and 
methodologies will be folded into the ERF.  

______________________________________________ 

“... regulations surrounding 
greenhouse gas emissions 
reduction is a new and 
emerging area...” 
______________________________________________ 

Until legislative changes occur, the CFI 
remains in place & CFI projects continue to 
operate and be approved. 

The latest policy details and information 
regarding the Carbon Farming Initiative can 
be found at http://
www.environment.gov.au/climate-change. 

What does the future hold for the land 
managers & CFI projects? 

The legislation and regulations surrounding 

greenhouse gas emissions reduction is a new 
and emerging area. If you are considering a 
CFI project, it is important to remain up-to-
date with any changes (or proposed 
changes).  

It is highly recommended that you access 
good legal & technical advice and conduct 
your own due diligence as to the feasibility 
and impacts of the CFI project under 
consideration. 

How can BCCA help? 

Under the Carbon Farming Project, we are 
available to assist land managers to better 
understand carbon farming practices & 
principles and the CFI.  

This project is supported by funding from the 
Australian Government. 

Contact Marisa @  
M: 0439 032 253 
E: marisa@betterburnett.com Hortus agronomist 

Yes, BCCA is up with the times and on Facebook. Just head to: 
www.facebook.com/pages/Sustainable-Burnett-Catchment/197863326932611 

or search for ‘Sustainable Burnett Catchment News’ on 
Facebook! 

http://www.environment.gov.au/climate-change
http://www.environment.gov.au/climate-change
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Sustainable-Burnett-Catchment/197863326932611


sheds) onto their fields as a way of dealing 
with a waste problem and believe they have 
seen benefits to pasture and cropping land.  
Feedlots may also have manure available.  
The best option for most is to source your 
material as close as possible to your location 
as transport costs can make it an expensive 
exercise. 
_______________________________________________ 

“... Many pork producers 
already spread the manure-
straw mix from Ecosheds ...” 
_______________________________________________ 

Another option is to compost manure for 
many reasons including: 

 Reduction in volume of organic material 

 Decrease or elimination of weed seeds (if 
temps are kept above 55°C for a few days) 

 Pathogen kill (including those that 
contaminate water supplies), which also 
makes it safer to handle than manures. 

 Elimination of odour with field application 

 Stabilisation of nutrients 

 Becomes a material that is easier to apply 
and transport 

 Reduction in fly populations if compost is 
turned once a week 

According to Mike Harrison from Wide Bay 

I n the last BCCA newsletter the results of 
paired soil testing (presented in a soils 
workshop held in Monto), revealed some 

local soils are deficient in soil carbon, 
especially those that were badly eroded in 
the floods, subjected to a burning regimen 
or have undergone years of cultivation. 

To re-cap, the soils ability to retain water, 
hold structure, buffer pH changes and 
provide a reservoir of nutrients is all linked 
to the organic matter levels. 

Management options to increase soil organic 
matter and carbon in soils were also 
discussed and include: 

 Green manure crops – legume based for 
N supply 

 Maximise stubble retention (zero till etc) 

 Grow more crops where possible (double 
cropping, less fallows) 

 Add legume to pasture for N supply 

 Introduce or increase pasture into system  

 And add offsite organic matter such as 
manures and composts 

Many pork producers already spread the 
manure-straw mix from Ecosheds (grower 
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Composts, Bundaberg, composting is time 
consuming and involves not only getting the 
ratio of C:N correct in the raw material, but 
also maintaining the right temperature and 
moisture content as well as turning the pile 
on a regular basis to allow the aerobic 
bacteria to break down the manure to a form 
which is immediately available to the plant.  
The compost in this form is applied to the soil 
not so much as a fertiliser but as a soil 
amendment which improves soil organic 
matter and soil carbon. 

BCCA is currently investigating ways to make 
compost from local manures and other green 
wastes for use in our trials and to provide a 
soil amendment for local depleted soils so 
watch this space! 

Source: Paul J.W., Composting Hog Manure – why 
isn’t everyone doing it? Advances in Pork 
Production (2005) V16 pg 263. 

B CCA are pleased to announce the 
second round of funding for the Reef 
Water Quality Grants (Grazing) 

project, being implemented in the coastal 
areas of the Burnett region. Areas targeted 
by the project in the 2014/15 financial year 
will be the Burnett River downstream from 
Paradise Dam, and the Burrum River 
catchment (including the Isis, Gregory and 
Elliott sub-catchments). 

The objective of the Reef Water Quality 
Grants and Partnerships funding, under the 
Reef Program (formerly Reef Rescue) is to 
improve the quality of water entering the 
Great Barrier Reef lagoon by providing land 
holders with advice and assistance to 
improve land management practices and  
reduce nutrient, pesticide and 
sediment run-off from 
agricultural land. The program 
is supported by the Burnett 
Mary Regional Group, through 
funding from the Australian 
Government. This funding is a 
three year commitment by the 
Australian Government and 
will build on what has been an 
extremely successful 
environmental program.  

BCCA’s Grazing Extension 
Officer, Peter Crawford says 
that BCCA’s involvement in 

this project focuses on increasing awareness 
among landholders about best management 
practices and techniques. 

“This Reef Water Quality Grants project has 
a much greater emphasis on education and 
awareness than previous funding rounds. 
This involves training workshops, on-line 
Grazing BMP property assessment, paddock 
assessments and the development of a 
property capability plan for all participants, 
involving high quality property mapping. The 
overall aim is to improve grazing land 
management practices, though incentives 
and educational activities”.  

Landholders will be invited to submit 
applications for funding for projects on their 
properties that improve groundcover and 

reduce sediment loss from their properties.  
Projects could include, but are not necessarily 
limited to, riparian fencing, fencing and 
rehabilitation of erosion and degraded areas, 
fencing to reduce stock tracking and patch 
grazing, and installation of off-stream and 
paddock water points.  

______________________________________________ 

“Landholders will be invited 
to submit applications for 
funding for projects on their 
properties that improve 
ground...” 
_______________________________________________ 

Funding will be limited to a maximum of 
$10,000 per landholder, and must be matched 
50:50 by cash and/or in-kind expenditure by 
the landholder.  BCCA will also develop and 
supply detailed property mapping  for all 
participants.  

For more information on this exciting project, 
contact Extension Officer Peter Crawford on 
0427 024 921. If you are an interested 
landholder and you have not received an 
expression of interest form, contact BCCA on 
(07) 4166 3898 for a form. Expressions of 
interest for this round of funding close 26 
September 2014. 

Contact Peter @  
M: 0427 024 921 
E: peter@betterburnett.com A previous Reef Water Quality Grants creek fencing project at Dallarnil  

Contact Jenny @  
M: 0429 546 768 
E: jenny@betterburnett.com 



irrigations to date but this is likely to 
increase with the hotter temperatures.  
According to the BOM website, in Monto we 
have a 65 – 75% chance of getting at least 
100mm of rain from Sept-Nov, or another 
way to look at it, an equal likelihood of 
getting above median rainfall of 163mm for 
Sept-Nov.  I’d say we will be cautiously 
optimistic but keep the irrigator handy all 
the same. 

The project, which is being coordinated 
locally by BCCA aims to trial, measure and 
demonstrate farm technologies that reduce 
nitrous oxide emissions while maintaining 
and hopefully improving cropping 
productivity and soil health. 

The project is an initiative of the Burnett 
Mary Regional Group and BCCA supported 
by funding from the Australian 
Government’s Department of Agriculture 
through the Action on the Ground program.   

The project is additionally supported by the 
Central Queensland University (CQU), the 
Department of Science, Information 
Technology, Innovation and the Arts 
(DSITIA), the Department of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF), FARMStuff 
and Wide Bay Composts.      

Contact Jenny @  
M: 0429 546 768 
E: jenny@betterburnett.com 

Contact Louise@  
M: 0409 893 972 
E: bush@betterburnett.com 
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hope to be able to show changes in the 
levels of soil nitrogen for each treatment 
and when the nitrogen becomes available to 
the plant from fertiliser application and/or 
breakdown of fixed nitrogen from summer 
bean plants and natural soil mineralisation.   

Harvest is expected to fall around the end of 
October/early November which will involve 
collecting whole plants to analyse plant 
nitrates (or what N was utilised by the plant) 
and the use of a plot harvester so we can 
compare grain yields from the treatments. 

A handy 67mm of rain has fallen on site 
during this time which has meant only 4 

T he winter grain 
phase of BCCA’s 
Action on the 

Ground Nitrous Oxide 
emission trial in Monto is 
into its fourth month with 
the wheat and barley crops 
starting to go to head.  In 
this stage of the trial, 
different rates of urea 
were applied to treatments 
depending on their 
summer history (ie. bean/ 
fallow/ compost 
application).  Urea rates 
ranged from no fertiliser to 
a Standard Industry Rate 
(SIR) and a Best Management Practice 
(BMP) based on a soil test prior to planting.  

As expected, differences in growth rate and 
overall plant health are becoming obvious 
and it will be interesting to compare the 
grain yields along with Nitrous Oxide 
emissions that have been measured 
through the duration of the grain crop (an 
amazing 1656 samples so far).  Finding the 
balance between good yields and minimal 
N2O emissions (or urea lost to the 
atmosphere) is what we are aiming for.  

The soil from each treatment has been 
collected once a month and sent to DSITIA 
for processing and analysis.  Over time we 

S pring is upon us and if you’ve had any 
rainfall over the past few weeks, you 
might begin to see some of those 

pesky weeds starting to blossom again. 

As part of the flood recovery program, this 
is the last opportunity to get hold of some 
herbicide provided to treat weeds along 
creeks and floodplains in the North Burnett 
council region. 

There are six weeds that are eligible for 
herbicide: 

 Parthenium 

 Giant Rats Tail Grass 

 Cats Claw Creeper 

 Rubber Vine 

 Hymenachne 

 Madeira Vine 

Weed control using the 
herbicides is for you to 
organise once you have 
sent us an application 
form and had it 
approved by BCCA.  
Don’t have an 
application form and fit 
the criteria?  Get in 
touch with us and we’ll 
send you one! 
It’s been dry lately, but 
over the past 12 
months, more than 50 
landholders have 
controlled, or are mixing 
up their chemicals to 

treat more than 7000ha of flooded land and 
we’re expecting more again this summer.  
Several landholders have been in touch with 
their neighbours to let them know about the 
program and it has resulted in some large, 
continuous areas of floodplains being 
controlled of weeds at once. 
______________________________________________ 

“...over the past 12 months, 
more than 50 landholders 
have controlled weeds on 
more than 7000ha of 
flooded land...” 
______________________________________________ 

Herbicide can be combined with the use of 
fire, hand tools or machinery, grazing 
management or even bio-control.  Contact 
BCCA for more information on this program. 

The funds for the herbicide have been made 
available through the Queensland and 
Australian Government’s On-farm 
Productivity and Riparian Recovery program. 

The winter grain phase of the trial 

Cats Claw Creeper completely smothering the riparian vegetation 



 implementing a bare fallow 

Where can I find the full details about 
the new methodology? 

The methodology, associated guidelines and 
details regarding the conditions which must 
be met to make the project eligible to earn 
carbon credits can be found on the Clean 
Energy Regulator website: 
www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au/Carbon-
Farming-Initiative/methodology-
determinations/Pages/Sequestration-
methodology-Sequestering-carbon-in-soils-
in-grazing-systems.aspx 

How is any change in soil carbon 
measured and quantified? 

Regular rounds of soil sampling and analysis 
are required to estimate changes in soil 
carbon stocks over time. A detailed sampling 
and analysis plan (in accordance with 
requirements set out in the methodology & 
associated guidelines) must be prepared by 
the project operator. Soil sampling must be 
done by a qualified technician and analysis 
must be conducted in accredited 
laboratories. 

The Carbon Farming Initiative Soil Carbon in 
Grazing Systems Calculator will soon be 
released to assist the calculation of eligible 
abatement. Greenhouse gas emissions from 
other sources that have changed as a result 
of the project (eg. emissions from livestock, 
tillage events and applications of lime or 
synthetic fertiliser) must be included in 
calculations to find the net greenhouse gas 
abatement from the project. 

How long does the soil carbon have to 
be maintained? 

Given that this methodology relates to is a 
sequestration activity (ie.an activity that 
stores carbon in the landscape) the project is 
subject to permanence requirements. This 
means the soil carbon stored must be 
maintained until the end of the permanence 
period, which is 100 years for Carbon 
Farming Initiative projects. This ensures that 
any emissions reduction benefit is not 

reversed. 

Important factors 
to consider 

It should be noted 
that factors such as 
soil type, climate, 
management history 
and the type of 
activities implemented 
will influence soil 
carbon stores over 
time. Hence, there is 
no guarantee that the 
eligible activities will 
build soil carbon at 
any particular 

A  new Carbon Farming Initiative (CFI) 
methodology, which may be 
relevant to graziers in our region, 

has recently been approved.  

The Sequestering carbon in soils in grazing 
systems methodology details that way in 
which a CFI project must be conducted to 
ensure “carbon credits” can be generated 
from a deliberate management change that 
results in an increase in soil carbon in 
grazing systems. 

What management changes are 
eligible under this new methodology? 

There must be a distinct change in land 
management practices for a project to be 
eligible under this methodology. Land 
management activities that may be eligible 
include: 

 converting from continuous cropping to 
permanent pasture 

 a change in pasture management (eg. 
changes to irrigation practices and/or 
fertiliser use) 

 pasture improvement (pasture 
rejuvenation), 

 changing grazing practices and/or 
stocking rates. 

To earn carbon credits, the activities must 
result an increase in soil carbon, a reduction 
in carbon loss or both (ie. there is a 
measurable, net increase in soil carbon 
stocks over time). 

The land on which a project occurs must 
have been under permanent pasture or 
continuously cropped for at least five years 
before applying to conduct the project or 
before conducting a baseline sampling 
round, whichever occurs first. 

What management changes are 
excluded under this methodology? 

This methodology specifically excludes the 
following activities (but not limited to): 

 permanent destocking 

 some types of tillage 

 applying biochar or soil amendments 
that contain coal 
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location. 

Landholders need to undertake a due 
diligence on the likely risks and returns of a 
CFI project.  

Seek independent, expert advice 

High-quality, independent legal, technical & 
financial advice is vital to ensure you 
understand the risks, responsibilities & costs 
associated with a proposed CFI project. 

The following link, from the Clean Energy 
Regulator website, provides more details 
regarding the CFI including the steps 
required to participate 
www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au/Carbon-
Farming-Initiative/About-the-initiative/
Pages/default.aspx. 

Another website, myCFI (http://
mycfi.com.au/) has been established 
specifically to assist landholders understand 
and participate in the CFI.  It is an Australian 
Government funded initiative and includes a 
comprehensive list of carbon project 
developers, brokers, auditors and traders as 
well as other useful information. 

Costs of participation in a Carbon 
Farming Initiative (CFI) project 

All project costs are borne by the landholder 
undertaking the project. Potential costs 
include – 

 Costs associated with implementing & 
maintaining the management change 

 Soil sampling and analysis costs 

 Project management costs (eg. record 
keeping, data processing, reporting & 
auditing costs) 

 Marketing costs 

Participation in the CFI is voluntary 

It is important to remember that 
participation in the CFI is voluntary. You may 
choose to make a change to the 
management of your grazing system which 
results in an increase in soil carbon without 
having a CFI project. 

How can BCCA help? 

Under the Carbon Farming Project, we are 
available to assist land managers to better 
understand carbon farming practices & 
principles and the CFI. So, if you have any 
queries please contact Veronica. 

This project is supported by funding from the Australian 
Government. 

Source: The Carbon Farming Initiative on the Clean 
Energy Regulator website accessed 2 September 
2014;http://www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au/Carbon-
Farming-Initiative/methodology-determinations/ and 
Our Programs - Carbon Farming on the Burnett Mary 
Regional Group website accessed 1 September 2014 
http://www.bmrg.org.au/our-programs/sustainable-
landscapes/carbon-farming/  

Contact Veronica @  
M: 0448 114 502  
E: veronica@betterburnett.com 

http://www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au/Carbon-Farming-Initiative/methodology-determinations/Pages/Sequestration-methodology-Sequestering-carbon-in-soils-in-grazing-systems.aspx
http://www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au/Carbon-Farming-Initiative/methodology-determinations/Pages/Sequestration-methodology-Sequestering-carbon-in-soils-in-grazing-systems.aspx
http://www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au/Carbon-Farming-Initiative/methodology-determinations/Pages/Sequestration-methodology-Sequestering-carbon-in-soils-in-grazing-systems.aspx
http://www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au/Carbon-Farming-Initiative/methodology-determinations/Pages/Sequestration-methodology-Sequestering-carbon-in-soils-in-grazing-systems.aspx
http://www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au/Carbon-Farming-Initiative/methodology-determinations/Pages/Sequestration-methodology-Sequestering-carbon-in-soils-in-grazing-systems.aspx
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Rockhampton.  The brief update on the 
programme (which is essentially formerly 
known as Caring for Our Country) explained 
that  apart from some key nation projects, 
the 20 Million Trees program and Small 
Grants, the rest of the future funding 
available under the programme will be 
through our regional NRM body.   

With this is mind, BCCA is keen to enhance 
our strong and positive relationship with 
BMRG and hope to continue delivering 
effective projects with them into the future.  

Finally, I encourage anyone interested in 
agriculture, natural resource management 
and our great Burnett to become a member 
or renew your membership.  Our AGM is 
coming up and will be held in Mundubbera 
on 8 October 2014.  We are a growing and 
dynamic organisation and our projects and 
team are diverse.   

Katie Muller 

A lthough the future doesn't look too 
bright for NRM funding, BCCA is 
making hay while the sun shines and 

have recently employed an additional 5 
casual staff to ensure the flood recovery 
restoration works are implemented in an 
effective and efficient manner.  This has 
meant a huge administration load for 
Melinda  and I wish to commend her for her 
dedication in supporting our large team.   

In August I attended the National Landcare 
Programme information session in 

BCCA is a member-based, not-for-profit organisation, employing 
professional staff to develop and implement natural resource 

management projects across the Burnett Catchment. 

We work directly with landholders to support sustainable land 
management practices.   

We partner with associated, like-minded organisations such as 
the Burnett Mary Regional Group and landcare groups where 
much of our funding is derived from State and Federal 
Government funding programs. 

General Manager:  
  Katie Muller      M: 0428 753 338     

 

Project Officers:  
Veronica Chapman    M: 0448 114 502    Marisa Young        M: 0439 032 253 

 Louise Newman        M: 0409 893 972    Fiona Morris     M: 0407 482 242 
 Peter Crawford M: 0427 024 921    Jenny Voigt      M: 0429 546 768    

Admin/Project Support Officers:  
 Melinda Myles   P: (07) 4166 3898  Dutch Anbeek     M: 0429 070 317   

 

Office: 6 Lyell St Monto Q 4630    Post: PO Box 8 Monto Q 4630 
P: (07) 4166 3898    F: (07) 4166 3897    E:  admin@burnettcatchment.org 

W: www.betterburnett.com 

Contact Katie @  
M: 0428 753 338 
E: katie@betterburnett.com 

2014/15 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL  

Renew your membership for only $1 and keep up to date with BCCA activities 

$1 cash  stamps  

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Postal Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Property Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ______________________________ Fax: _________________________________________ 

Mobile: ______________________________ Email: ________________________________________ 

Please return with $1 (postage stamps acceptable) to: BCCA PO Box 8, Monto  Q 4630 

 

with preliminary modelling commenced and 
site assessments currently underway. 

The Hurdle Gully outfall experienced severe 
erosion, siltation and diversion during 
recent flooding.  The study will investigate 
the impact of existing and proposed 
infrastructure including levees, drains, and 
roads/tracks on flow depths and velocities 
along with possibilities for spreading flows 
as they enter the floodplain. 

Completion of the hydraulic study will assist 
BCCA and landholders determine what 

works can be undertaken across the project 
area to potentially mitigate the damage of 
future floods. 

The funds for the Threemoon Floodplain 
planning were made available through the 
Queensland and Australian Government’s On
-farm Productivity and Riparian Recovery 
program to assist primary producers to 
recover from flooding caused by ex-Tropical 
cyclone Oswald.  

E xtensive workshops and planning with 
stakeholders and landholders across 
the Threemoon Creek Floodplain late 

last year resulted in the development of the 
Threemoon and Monal Creeks Floodplain 
Management Plan. The plan identified the 
Hurdle Gully Outfall as one of the key 
priorities, where it recommended a hydraulic 
study be undertaken of the area. 

Following a very competitive tender process, 
GHD were the successful consultants and 
subsequently awarded the project. GHD have 
commenced the Hurdle Gully hydraulic study 

Contact Marisa @  
M: 0439 032 253 
E: marisa@betterburnett.com 


