
R 
osedale graziers, Syd and Caroline Paterson, are well on their way 

of achieving their dream of transforming  their  600 acre property 

into a sustainable grazing venture.   Their goal is to abate all 

erosion on their block and they are well on their way to achieving that 

goal. 

At the time when the Patersons 

purchased their property, it consisted 

of one small and one very large 

paddock, and cattle sourced water 

from a spring fed gully.  This gully feeds 

into Bottle Creek, which is in the Baffle 

Creek Catchment area. 

The young couple knew that the first 

step would be to install internal 

fencing, to allow for the rotation of 

grazing stock to facilitate the resting of 

the native pastures.  With the ability to 

spell the country, natural pasture 

regeneration has been encouraged,  

which has assisted in reducing erosion.  

This fencing also assists in cattle 

management and allows for the 

facilitation of weed control. 

As cattle only had one water source, the 

spring fed gully, the Patersons 

established a bore, and along with a 

network of under ground poly pipe, they now have a series of concrete 

troughs that service each of the 6 paddocks. 

Syd and Caroline have utilised funding from the Reef Rescue program to 

assist in improving the sustainability of their property. 

Although the Reef Rescue funding is no longer available, BCCA is hopeful 

that a similar program can continue the great work of reducing sediment 

loss to the Great Barrier Reef lagoon. 

CASE STUDY: Landholders CASE STUDY: Landholders CASE STUDY: Landholders CASE STUDY: Landholders 
dream to halt all erosion dream to halt all erosion dream to halt all erosion dream to halt all erosion     

        HighlightsHighlightsHighlightsHighlights    

• Reef Rescue Case Study— 

Patersons 

• Sustainable Practices 

Successful Completion 

• Pasture Workshop set for 

Miriam Vale 

• Last word - New additions 

to the BCCA team! 

Sustainable Practices 

Successful Completion 

2 

Reef Rescue into its fifth 

year! 

2 

Elsie’s Diary 2 

Pasture workshop 

scheduled for October  

3 

Our regions assets are in 

good hands 

3 

Last word... 4 

What’s on in the Burnett 2 

Inside this issue:Inside this issue:Inside this issue:Inside this issue:    

Winter 2012 

the burnett buzz...the burnett buzz...the burnett buzz...the burnett buzz...    

This photo was taken  at the same site, 12 month later.  The improvement 

in land condition has been outstanding 

A pasture monitoring site, established by BCCA in May 2011, showed 

some parts of the property were in a sad state of affairs 

About Reef Rescue:  Reef Rescue is 

a Caring for our Country initiative 

of the Australian Government.  The 

Burnett Mary Reef Partnership has 

been providing incentives to farm-

ers and graziers in the Great Barrier 

Reef catchments to improve farm 

management practices, mainly to 

keep their fertiliser, soil and  

chemicals on farm.  BCCA is in-

volved in delivering the grazing 

component of Reef Rescue for the 

Burnett Mary Regional Group. 



T 
he conclusion of the 2011-2012 

financial year saw the end of the 

very successful project, Rewarding 

Sustainable Practices in the Western 

Burnett.  Sustainable Practices Extension 

Officer, Fiona Morris, engaged over 70 

landholders both within the prioritised 

catchments and wider Western Burnett 

area.  From this engagement 

37 on-ground incentive 

projects were established. 

These 37 landholders 

consisted of 5 grain growers 

and 32 graziers, whom were 

given financial incentives of up 

to $3000 to improve over 

5000ha of land management 

practices and over 3700ha of 

landscape scale conservation.  

A large number of these 

landholders were also involved 

in Property Management Plans 

(PMP), which aim to establish 

the landholder’s vision for the 

property.  By completing a PMP, it allows 

landholders to affirm the future direction of 

the property by setting goals and identifying 

available natural, financial and human 

resources to determine the properties 

potential capabilities.  To top this off, Fiona 

managed to encourage over 45 landholders 

to attend two training workshops in grains 

and grazing management. 

It was with-out doubt that the Sustainable 

Practices program has been a success.  BCCA 

would like to express our sincere thanks to 

Fiona in her ability to roll out this program, 

which was able to assist over 70 landholders 

with on-ground works, PMP’s or knowledge 

from training workshops, to achieve 

improved land management in the Western 

Burnett area. 
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On a cold rainy night in May this year, I was privileged to join the dedicated 

researchers from the Qld Department of Environment and Heritage Protection out 

on the Burnett River with spotlights and monitoring gear to watch the female 

white-throated snapping turtles come in to nest.  Their breeding cycle is a very long 

one, beginning with courtship and mating in February to April, laying nests April to 

August and then hatchlings around December to January.  They come up from the 

water’s edge only at night time to nest and only during significant rain 

events.  Before they actually lay their eggs, they will explore a number of potential 

nesting sites over a couple of weeks and finally they will decide on a site.  These 

sites are often sandy or covered in clay with plenty of vegetation to protect their 

nests and they are always on very steep banks that humans have trouble standing 

on.... especially in the rain with the mud.  The nesting season will be coming to a 

close soon, and once again BCCA has partnered with IMPACT Make Your Mark and 

Shalom College to establish a nest protection fence and revegetation project.  This 

is the third year that active protection 

measures have been put in place along 

the river for this threatened iconic turtle 

species. 

management, installation of additional 

stock water points and the fencing of 

riparian areas. 

The Australian Government chipped in over 

$480 000 in cash incentives for graziers in 

the Coastal Burnett/Baffle region.  This, 

along with the landholder contributions, will 

accomplish projects valued at almost $980 

000.  Well done to those approved 

applicants, and fingers crossed that the on-

ground works can be completed before the 

2012 wet season  sets 

in! 

R 
eef Rescue grazing is ticking along, 

now in its fifth and final year, with 

over 45 projects recently approved 

to receive funding from the Australian 

Governments, ‘Caring for our Country’ Reef 

Rescue program.   

This will come as good news to those 

approved coastal graziers, as these graziers 

have until the end of December 2012 to 

complete their projects.  Graziers received 

incentives to implement projects such as 

erosion control, fencing of different 

landtypes to allow for better grazing 
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Sustainable Practices extension officer, Fiona Morris, discussing 

Property Management Plans with landholders in the Western 

Burnett 

16 – 22 Aug   Parthenium Awareness Week 2012 

1 Sep   Flotilla and Rainforest Tour, Tinana Creek,   

  Maryborough – contact us for more details 

1 Sep   National Wattle Day 

7 Sep    Threatened Species Day 

13 Sep  Timber workshop—Builyan– contact us for more  

  details 

15 Sep  Natural Top Bar Beekeeping workshop, Mary Valley  

  – contact us for more details 

8 Oct  Chemical accreditation training, Tiaro—contact us for  

  more details 

11 Oct  Chemical accreditation training, Kingaroy – contact us  

  for more details 

11 Oct  BCCA Annual General Meeting, Gayndah 

20 Oct  Pasture  Management Workshop—Miriam Vale  
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A female Elseya albagula, white-throated 

snapping turtle, is quietly nesting on the sandy 

banks of the Burnett River west of Bundaberg 

this nesting season 
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In the inland Burnett, BCCA has been 

especially focussing on these remnants of 

softwood scrub, as they are considered 

endangered ecosystems and mapped as pink 

on the Queensland Herbarium’s Regional 

Ecosystem maps.  They are areas that are 

believed to be less than 10% of the original 

extent, mostly as a result of widespread 

clearing in the earlier years of settlement in 

the Burnett.  

These ecosystems are home to a variety of 

different species to what are found in our 

tall ironbark and spotted gum forests and 

open grazing lands, and provide a unique 

kind of habitat for wildlife species such as 

the threatened small bird, the black-

breasted button quail, or golden-tailed 

gecko.  

P ut yourself in the shoes of a 

foreign tourist to our wonderful 

Burnett region.  If asked to list our 

region’s natural highlights, you might think 

of the turtle nesting habitat over at Mon 

Repos, and the cane fields and red soils 

around Childers; you might think of the 

River and its many uses, or the eucalypt 

forests of which we have a plentiful 

supply.  Wouldn’t it be a nice surprise, as a 

tourist, to find, as you wander through 

these traditional Eucalypt forests, to find a 

cluster of different trees that look like they 

belong somewhere else: a remnant of 

softwood scrub, complete with vines and 

bottle trees.  
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Governments Caring for our Country, Reef 

Rescue program.  This funding opportunity 

has enabled the workshop to be delivered 

at no cost to the attendees.    

If you are interested in attending the 

Miriam Vale Pasture Management 

workshop, please contact Melinda at the 

Monto office. 

theory into practice....... 

This workshop will allow participants the 

opportunity to gain an understanding of how 

animal management and selection can help 

achieve pasture management goals.  The 

workshop will also cover management 

techniques to improve land condition, how to 

make the most of rainfall and a discussion on 

how to utilise your country for maximum 

benefits, which is vital in this era whereby 

rising production costs are impacting on the 

viability of the family grazing enterprise. 

Furthermore, the workshop will address 

important natural resource management 

issues, which will ultimately reduce sediment 

and chemical loads from impacting on the 

Great Barrier Reef lagoon system.  The 

workshop is funded through the Burnett 

Mary Reef Partnership and the Australian 

B 
CCA invites all regional cattle 

producers and industry 

stakeholders to register for the one 

day Pasture Management workshop 

planned for Saturday 20
th

 October at 

Miriam Vale.  The workshop will be 

delivered by Russ Tyler, Tyler Consulting 

Services.  Russ, a retired DPI beef extension 

officer with over 30 years experience in the 

beef industry, delivered a similar workshop 

in Gin Gin back in February.  The high 

demand for the workshop prompted BCCA 

to deliver a similar workshop to graziers in 

the north of the catchment.  The Miriam 

Vale workshop will follow a similar format 

to that of the Gin Gin workshop, whereby 

the morning session will consist of 

discussions around pasture, soil and cattle 

management, before heading out in the 

paddock for a practical session, putting the 
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vvv The program that BCCA are working on is the 

Healthy Habitats program, partnered with 

Burnett Mary Regional Group to provide 

investment into management of these 

special ecosystems.  For the 2 years 2011-13, 

we will have funded  $220,000 to private 

landholders to assist in putting infrastructure 

in place that will conserve the values of these 

remnants.  This investment has also been 

matched by the landholders time, equipment 

and tools almost equalling this cash 

amount.  In total, around 1100ha of 

threatened ecosystems in the inland Burnett 

alone have been protected as a result. 

BCCA has also partnered with a number of 

landholders around Mt Walsh National Park 

to protect and extend the values of the Park 

on private property.  Similar to protecting 

endangered ecosystems, these projects are 

protecting habitat for endangered species, 

including the spotted-tail quoll and rare 

cycads.  

Free 

Workshop! 

Russ Tyler, retired DPI beef extension officer, 

will present at the upcoming Miriam Vale pas-

ture management workshop 

The view from the Gurgeena area towards 

Gayndah, May 2012 

Fungi growing on a hoop pine near Kingaroy 

A brown snake coiled up for winter was on the 

walking track the other day.... it didn’t like it’s 

photo being taken or the photographer stand-

ing so close, near Mulgildie 
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number of workshops. 

There have been some new additions 

to the BCCA team within the last 

month!  Two of our staff members 

were due to give birth within one day 

of each other, with Fiona, our 

Sustainable Practices officer, winning 

the baby race by having a baby boy 

(Jethro James William) on the 25
th

 

July.  Katie, our General Manager, 

also had a baby boy, but he did not 

make an appearance for another 

week, with Alexander George born on 

the 2
nd

 August.  BCCA wish Fiona and 

Katie all the very best and look 

forward to them both popping their 

heads into the office so we can see 

their little bundles of joy! 

Although we are short staffed with 

two of our five staff members on 

maternity leave, we are continuing on 

with ‘getting the job done’.  We had 

months of planning and busy times to 

get ahead of schedule, knowing that 

Katie and Fiona will be absent for a 

few months whilst they take maternity 

leave.   It is still a case of ‘heads down, 

bottom up’ to keep the Reef Rescue 

and Healthy Habitats programs on 

schedule, which are due to be finalised 

in June 2013.   Although these two 

programs will keep Louise, Melinda 

and myself flat out for the next nine 

months or so, we are always looking 

for further funding opportunities to 

service our Catchment.   

We are all scratching our heads, 

thinking where has the 2011-2012 

financial year gone!  It is a bit of worry 

to think in only 4 months we will have 

to purchase a 2013 diary!  The last few 

months has seen all of us ‘flat out like 

a lizard drinking’ due to the conclusion 

of the Sustainable Practices program, 

and the continuation of the Reef 

Rescue and Healthy Habitats 

programs.   

All three of these programs BCCA 

delivered were funded under the 

Australian Governments ‘Caring for 

our Country’ program and allowed 

BCCA to interact directly with 

landholders to deliver on-ground 

incentives or training through a 

Last word…...Last word…...Last word…...Last word…...                            by Leeanne Witcherby Leeanne Witcherby Leeanne Witcherby Leeanne Witcher    

Find BCCA at: 

6 Lyell St 

PO Box 8 

Monto  Qld 

4630 

P: (07) 4166 3898 

F: (07) 4166 3897 

E: admin@burnettcatchment.org 

We’re on the web! 

www.betterburnett.com 

General Manager:  

Katie Muller      M: 0428 753 338     
 

Extension Officers:   

Leeanne Witcher  M: 0448 114 502    

Louise Newman    M: 0409 893 972    

Fiona Morris   M: 0407 482 242    
 

Admin/Project Support Officer:   

Melinda Myles  P: (07) 4166 3898   

BCCA is a community based organisation 
working on the philosophy of integrated 
catchment management.  Integrated 
Catchment Management (ICM) is a 
philosophy that encourages a coordinated 
approach to the management of natural 
resources in Queensland. Its overall 
purpose is to integrate the management of 
land, water and related biological resources 

in order to achieve their sustainable and 
balanced use. 

ICM involves the voluntary actions of 
stakeholders including government, rural 
landholders, industry, fisheries and urban 
dwellers that incorporate the goals of 
achieving and maintaining a healthy 

catchment for future generations. 

BCCA is a member based organisation.  If 
you’d like to become a member please 

phone or email the office for a 
membership form! 

BCCA derive the majority of our funding 
and acknowledge support from the Burnett 
Mary Regional Group and the Australian 
Governments Caring for our Country 
program. 


