
Reef Rescue Grazing 2010-11 approvals 

B 
CCA was recently 

honoured to be asked to 

do a presentation on 

innovated projects we have 

been involved with at the 

Burnett Mary Regional Group’s 

AGM at Gayndah in November.   

As delivery agents for BMRG's 

Better Catchments & Reef 

Rescue programs, BCCA staff 

were asked to share what the 

Burnett's producers are doing 

to be innovative. Asking 

computer reliant Gen Y'ers to 

present on a topic WITHOUT 

the use of computer technology 

was a great way to ensure that 

the presentat ion was 

interactive, & resulted in 

sponges, pretend rainclouds 

and toy cows.   

As over 80% of the Burnett’s 

landuse is grazing, most of our 

projects involve the grazing 

industry.  Innovation in terms of 

natural resource management 

in the grazing industry is not 

something easily demonstrated 

inside a classroom.  It is more 

about management.  Simple 

activities like fencing for 

pasture resting and rotations 

can have the desired 

improvement in natural 

resource condition.   

To demonstrate these activities 

in an interactive way for the 

BMRG AGM we thought we 

would use a landscape model.  

With some chicken wire and 

paper mache we developed a 

landscape with a number a land 

condition issues including 

overgrazed country with poor 

ground cover, underutilised 

country, streambank and gully 

erosion, poor riparian 

vegetation and declining 

desirable pasture species.   

With sponges acting as 

desirable pasture species would 

and a water can full of “rain” 

we demonstrated the effect 

these land condition issues 

have on infiltration and runoff.  

We then asked the group how 

they would overcome these 

issues.   

Paddlepop stick fences and 

water bottle lid troughs were 

installed to allow for paddock 

rotations and to keep cattle out 

of the creek.  Hay bale sponges 

w e r e 

used to 

reduce the 

gully erosion and 

sown pastures sponges 

were established to overcome 

the decline in desirable species.  

All activities that have been 

funded under Better Catchments 

and Reef Recue Grazing over the 

last 2 years.   

Feedback from the 

demonstration was 

positive, indicating 

that it allowed some 

attendees to visually 

understand the 

activities associated 

with improving 

natural resource 

condition in grazing 

lands and how 

simple & additional 

watering points can 

seriously impact 

rainfall infiltration 

and runoff.  It 

further emphasized 

the importance of 

good ground cover 

and making the most 

of every inch of rain. 

R eef Rescue grazing is 

ticking along, now in its 

third year, with over 40 

projects recently approved to 

receive funding from the 

Australian Governments, 

‘Caring for our Country’ Reef 

Rescue program. 

This will come as good news to 

those approved coastal graziers, 

as these graziers have until the 

end of May 2011 to complete 

their projects.  Graziers 

received incentives to 

implement projects such as 

erosion control, fencing of 

different landtypes to allow for 

better grazing management, 

installation of additional stock 

water points and the fencing of 

riparian areas. 

The Australian Government 

contributed in almost $330,000 

in cash incentives for graziers in 

the Coastal Burnett/Baffle region.  

This, along with the landholder 

contributions, will accomplish 

projects valued at almost 

$880,000.  Well done to those 

approved applicants, and fingers 

crossed that the on-ground 

works can be completed in-
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About Reef Rescue:  Reef Rescue is a 

Caring for our Country initiative of 

the Australian Government.  The 

Burnett Mary Reef Partnership has 

been providing incentives to farmers 

and graziers in the Great Barrier 

Reef catchments to improve farm 

management practices, mainly to 

keep their fertiliser, soil and 

chemicals on farm.  The Burnett 

Catchment Care Association (BCCA) 

is involved in delivering the grazing 

component of Reef Rescue for the 

Burnett Mary Regional Group.   

Our grazing lands model, complete with hay bale 

sponges and paddlepop stick fences 

between the many rain events 

we expect (or hope) for the 

2010/11 wet season! 



M 
ore than 70 landholders 

enjoyed the final seminar in 

a series of soil management 

seminars that have been put on by the 

South East Burnett Landcare Group.  The 

final seminar focused on ‘What you need 

to know about Carbon…. Now!’ 

Presentations were made by 

Queensland government extension and 

scientific staff from the Departments of 

Employment, Economic Development 

and Innovation and of Environment and 

Resource Management as well as local 

offset trading company EarthTrade, 

who joined guest presenter Alan 

Lauder, author and grazier, to discuss 

carbon in the current climate and its 

implications for our local producers. 

Local Nutri-Tech Solutions distributors 

Tracy and Dean Rockemer had stall with 

information and products available, 

providing plenty of discussion around 

lunch and smoko. 

BCCA offered  five Soil Carbon Packages 

to five producers present at seminar, 

which included humates and kelp 

products as well as soil tests to show the 

difference in soil properties after adding 

these biological products.  These soil 

packages were made possible through 

funding through BMRG’s Better 

Catchment’s program, which BCCA are 

delivering in the Burnett. 

An open floor question and answer 

session got thoughts and questions flying 

and concluded the day with the 

question, ‘How will carbon be measured 

if there is to be an Emissions Trading 

Scheme?’ Unfortunately, there is still no 

answer, but producers were sent home 

with the message that if they can 

improve how they manage carbon on 

their properties, especially in the soils, 

then they’ll be on the front foot if a 

trading scheme should come into place. 
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The other  group to be successful is the 

Central Burnett Land Management 

Advisory Group, based in Mundubbera 

area.   

Their project will help local farmers 

adapt to the effects of climate change 

through best practice activities while 

ensuring that the farms remain viable 

and sustainable. Knowledge learnt 

through best practice trials will be shared 

with local farmers and neighbouring 

communities.  

T 
he Burnett region was successful 

in receiving two of only eight 

Queensland funded Landcare 

grants from the 2010/11 open call 

Caring for our Country Business Plan.   

The first grant, Rewarding Sustainable 

Practices in the Western Burnett was 

submitted by BMRG and will work 

closely with BCCA to deliver training and 

small grants to graziers and grain 

growers in the Western Burnett.    

The inland Burnett twice as happy with Caring for 

Our Country Landcare grants  

From Elsie’s DiaryFrom Elsie’s DiaryFrom Elsie’s DiaryFrom Elsie’s Diary    
It’s that time of year again when nesting for the White Throated 

Snapping Turtle are in hiatus – nesting finished around September and 

the eggs are currently incubating in 3 protected nest areas along the 

Burnett River.  Electric fencing and mesh over the nests provide 

significant protection from digging predators and trampling cattle during 

the 4 months that the eggs are incubating in the wild.  Some eggs from 

non-protected nests were even brought to these protected areas to 

enable hatchlings to hatch into the wild.  Site maintenance and dog 

baiting will continue in these areas with the assistance from  IMPACT 

Make Your Mark’s ‘National Green Jobs Corps’ group of 17 to 24 year 

olds.           Elsie 

The presenters from throughout the day 

formed a panel, taking questions from the 

floor and discussing carbon in farming with 

participants.  

Both these projects will be a welcomed 

addition to natural resource 

management funding in the inland 

Burnett. 

Further details on these projects will be 

available in the new year. 



was most effective in its job. 

Mr Kiely is pleased with the results and 

is already seeing the benefits of keyline 

ripping on his Bazadais stud property.  

The properties carrying capacity has 

greatly improved and the soil retains 

moisture which is encouraging much 

grass and groundcover growth.  He says 

he will make this the start of an on-

going program. 

This project was one of 17 Resource 

Trapping projects undertaken by 

landholders as a result of small grants 

provided by BCCA through the Better 

Catchments program, funded by BMRG 

and Caring for our Country. 

in lantana.  The property was losing 

water and soil downhill because 

groundcover was low.   

By ripping the soil on a keyline, the soil 

surface has very little disturbance and 

the water is directed out to the 

ridgelines instead of focusing all the 

water flow in the gullies, which can 

cause erosion.  Mr Kiely plowed with his 

homemade plough (based on the 

Yeoman plough design) after good 

winter rainfall, which would make sure 

that the soil wouldn’t dry out too much 

and be subject to wind erosion.  The 

keyline was surveyed by South East 

Burnett Landcare representative, Mr 

Alan McGrigor to ensure that the tool 

R 
ob and Megan Kiely have owned 

their property near Murgon for 

10 years and are pleased to say 

that they have green grass growing 

during what is usually the driest time of 

the year.  There has been plenty of 

rainfall in our region over the Winter.  

Kingaroy’s rainfall in September this year 

was six times greater than the 23mm 

average for that time of year.   

To make the most of this rainfall Mr Kiely 

attended a South East Burnett Landcare 

seminar on resource trapping and thanks 

to a small grant from BCCA, put into 

place some keyline ripping in order to 

retain moisture in the soil instead it 

washing over the property and taking soil 

with it into the creeks. 

The problem was that the farm was an 

old horse stud and when Mr Kiely started 

there it was very run down and covered 

Rundown pastures get the keyline treatment 

O 
ut in the paddock, you’re 

mustering cattle when you 

stumble across an unfamiliar 

grass species, one which hasn’t been 

touched by your grazing animals.  Oh no, 

it’s African Lovegrass!  Take heed, it’s not 

the end!  BCCA and North Burnett 

Regional Council have some promising 

results from the demonstration trial at 

Narayen Station west of Mundubbera. 

Established in early 2008, the 

demonstration trial site includes four 

different management styles of four 

different levels of infestation of the 

weedy grass species.  

The trial included burning and then 

following up with Taskforce chemical 

spray, and cultivating the soil to 

invigorate the sown pastures that were 

previously planted there and become 

rundown. 

African Lovegrass is a locally declared 

species in the previous Eidsvold Shire 

(and is resolved to become declared 

under the new regional council pest 

management planning) and is found 

extensively throughout the North and 

South Burnett Council areas as well as in 

some places around the Bundaberg 

Regional Council area.  It was introduced 

to the area as a soil stabiliser but was 

quick to establish through the regions 

pastures, unfavourable to grazing stock 

because of its tough structure. 

So far to date, the best management 

option especially on very thick 

infestations is to burn and then spray.  

Burning alone did little more than 

promote new fresh growth which is 

palatable while it is young and the 

cultivation also had very little impact. 

Landholders may be aware that there is 

an African Lovegrass Action Group 

which has been undertaking the task of 

creating a ALG 

Management 

Plan for 

producers and 

a l l  l a n d 

managers in 

the North 

B u r n e t t 

R e g i o n a l 

Council area.   

The plan is due 

to come out 

soon.   

African Lovegrass is not the end 
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Louise Newman with Rob Kiely at the  South East 

Burnett Landcare seminar  
Keily’s paddock here has an easterly slope and has been ripped using the keyline ripping method which 

should retain soil moisture and prevent soil loss. 
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It is good to know that the majority of 

properties we visited had their Reef 

Rescue Grazing projects approved and 

we hope they are able to be completed 

by May 2011. 

We were grateful for the help by BMRG 

extension officer, Kay Enkelmann, who 

assisted us in visiting some of these 

properties.  We appreciated the extra 

helping-hand during our busiest time of 

year, so thank you BMRG and Kay. 

When it comes to Better Catchments, 

we have 16 Resource Trapping  projects 

and five Peter Andrews style projects 

being completed as we speak.  These 

projects are small grants provided to 

landholders all over the inland Burnett 

to improve their soil management 

practices.  Eligible applicants were 

people who attended the South East 

Burnett Landcare Resource Trapping 

workshop held at Booubyjan in July 2010 

and BMRG’s Peter Andrews workshop in 

Mundubbera, also in July 2010.   

I visited my first completed Resource 

Trapping project at Hivesville in early 

November.  The landholder incorporated 

some deep ripping on his harder red 

soils and it was great to see the 

improved infiltration and the planted 

improved pastures starting to shoot.   

Let’s hope for another bumper wet 

season for 2011.    

    Katie MullerKatie MullerKatie MullerKatie Muller    

W 
ell the great season 

continues.  Record October 

rain means many of our 

Better Catchments Resource Trapping 

and Peter Andrews style projects are in 

need of extensions to get their projects 

done, however it also means good feed 

in the paddocks. 

Since our Winter newsletter in August, 

the BCCA team have been busy 

undertaking Reef Rescue property visits. 

The BCCA team, comprising of Louise, 

Leeanne and myself visited many 

properties during the month of 

September, helping coastal graziers 

complete their Reef Rescue Grazing 

Enterprise Assessments and application 

forms.   

Last word... 

We’re on the web! 

www.betterburnett.com 

Program Manager: Katie Muller      M: 0428 753 338 

Extension Officer:  Leeanne Witcher  M: 0448 114 502 

Extension Officer:  Louise Newman    M: 0409 893 972 

Admin Officer:  Sally Cowen P: (07) 4166 3898 
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